
Saadi clerics in Iran urge uprising 

NICOSIA (R) — A group of Saudi denes in the Iranian holy city of Qom 
has denounced the allied attack on Iraq and urged Saudi* to rise up » piw«r 
U-S. forces, the Iranian news agency IRNA reported. The Community of 
JHGjaz Ulema said in a statement that the Iratp people had fallen v ictim ton 
war started by the United States to defend its “puppet regimes” in the 
region, IRNA said. “Tbc opoon for regional countries is dear and they 
should rise up for the sake of God to uproot the United States, or else 
would bear the ignominy of being trampled under the jackboots of 
occupiers,” said die statement tsued Tuesday. In Tehran, Iraqi di«Mh»n*^ 
and refugees marched from die British embassy to the old U.S. embassy 
complex to condemn die war launched by allied forces last Thursday. 
"The target of the aggression is in feet Want and Muslim nations,” IRNA 
quoted a speaker as telling the demonstrations who vowed to stand by the 
Iraqi nation. 



Masri to visit Iran soon 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign Minister Taber A1 Masri will visit Iran soon in 
a bid to coordinate efforts for an end to the Gulf war between 
American-led allied forces and Iraq, a senior official was quoted as saying 
Tuesday. Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Mutasem Bilbeisi, in com- 
ments carried by the Associated Press, said Mr. Masri contacted his 
Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar Velayati on Monday and “reiterated 
Jordan’s position (on ending) the military action and (said it) willing to 
cooperate in all efforts aimed at finding a solution to the crisis.” Mr. 
Velayati said Monday he was planning to visit several capitals in an effort 
to advance an initiative planned by the Non-Aligned Movement. Mr. 
Masri has held talks with several ambassadors in recent days to seek 
support for a ceasefire in the six-day-old Gulf war. 
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Scud ploughs into Tel Aviv, Injures 60 


Israel says it needs noU.S 
permission for retaliation 


■ v Combined agency dispatches 



TEL AVIV — An Iraqi Scud 
missile eluded the U.S. Patriot 
anti-missile defence system and 
struck in the Tel Aviv area Tues- 
day, wounding at least 60 people 
and damaging several buildings, 
army officials said. 

An Israeli minister vowed re- 
taliation. 

Israel Radio said some Iraqi 
missiles were intercepted by the 
Patriots but “despite that, 
apparently one Send fell in die 
territory of Israel.” 

Brigadier General Nachman 
Shai said at least two Patriot 
missiles were fired at the incom- 
ing Scuds, which were the third 
wave to strike in Israel since 
Friday. 

He told Israel Television that 
at least. 60 people were injured, 
but exact figures on the number 
of wounded and dead, if any, 
were not immediately available. 

Dr. Dan MichaeH. director of 
Ichilov Hospital, said at least 
some of the injured suffered cuts 
from glass similar to tire 29 


people wounded in the attacks 
that struck Friday and Saturday 
in die Tel Aviv and Haifa areas. 

Shai told television interview- 
ers that a woman had died of a 
heart attack in the missile attack. 

Washington has sought to 
keep Israel ont of die war in 
order not to undermine its anti- 
Iraq alliance of Western and 
Arab states. 

“We said Israel retains die 
right to defend itself like any 
other country. We said Israel is 
not prepared to ensure such inci- 
dents without a response,” Shai 
said. 

He declined to speculate 
whether an Israeli attack was 
now inevitable. 

Washington had rushed Pat- 
riot anti-missile rockets to Israel 
at the weekend following the 
first two attacks in an effort to 
protect the Jewish state. 

“If we do change the policy we 
won’t reveal it now,” Shai told 
Israel Radio. “This is definitely 
an incident that makes os think, 
there is no doubt about it.” 

NBC correspondent Martin 


Fletcher said in a live report 
from Tel Aviv that “there's a 
tremendous amount of damage, 
I would say something like three 
square blocks of houses have 
been really smashed.” 

. "... There are a lot of people 
being carried ont on stretchers,” 
he said. 

Emergency crews searched 
wreckage for residents caught in 
the third barrage. 

More than an hour after the 
attack one of the wounded was 
carried out on a stretcher. The 
crowd standing in a cold rain 
appeared subdued rather than 
incensed. 

Today at 837 p.m. a ground- 
to-ground Scud missile hit grea- 
ter Tel Aviv. There were injuries 
taken to hospital. The missile 
was carrying conventional explo- 
sive warheads,” an army com- 
munique said. 

The latest raid was bound to 
increase domestic pressure on 
the government to strike back at 
Iraq. 

Israeli sources said after the 
(Continued on page 5) 


Iraqis said to have blown up 
some oil wells, tanks in Kuwait 



Cutnhmed agency dispatches . 

■* 

AERIAL PHOTOS show that J 
Iraq has Mown up some ofl wells 
t and storage tanks in Kuwait, the 
1 U.S. military said Tuesday. 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
military command in Riyadh 
said; “We do have evidence that 
Iraq is damaging or destroying 
some of these (Kuwaiti oil) faci- 
lities.” 

He added: “Aerial photogra- 
phy has shown that die Iraqis 
have blown up some oil wells 
and storage tanks at the A1 
Wafra facility.” 

He would not speculate on a 
possible reason. 

But a Canadian militar y offi- 
cial said the Iraqis may have 
blown up the facilities so the 
dense smoke from burning oil 
; would provide ground cover for 
; troops under constant pounding 
from attacking allied combat air- 
craft. 

Commodore Ken Summers, 

. head of Canadian forces in die 
Golf, also suggested that the oil 
installations may have been hit, 
perhaps accidentally, by allied 
. forces trying to dislodge Iraqi 
. troops. 


Expert 
warns of 
ecological 
disaster 

AMMAN (J.T.) —Higher Council 
of Science and Technology Secret- 
ary General Abdullah Touqan 
Tuesday warned of an ecological 
disaster if ofl wells were burned in 
the Gulf. 

Dr. Touqan said the atmosphere 
would be polluted by carbon 
monoxide, carbon dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide arid other poisonous gases. 
These pollutants axe poisonous to 
human beings, vegetables, sod and 
water. Dr. Touqan noted. 

He pointed out that a conference 
in London bad found • out that 
black clouds emanating from the 
burning ofl will cover an area of 
five mfllion square kilometres if oil 
wells remain on fire for one month. 

He noted that the northwesterly 
wind contribute to spreading these 
gases to a wider area. 


“There’s a school of thought 
that burning the installations 
would provide cover for the Ira- 
qis against allied air operations,” 


^said Comm. - Summers. “The 
'other option would be a direct 
St by allied forces.” 
Meanwhile, ofl industry offi- 
cials with Kuwaiti contacts said 
the Iraqis blew up the installa- 
tions to dear the area in anti- 
cipation of an allied ground 
attack. 

A1 Wafra is an oil field in 
southern Kuwait, about 32 to 48 
kilometres west of the Saudi 
border town of Khafji. It is run 
by Texaco and the production is 
shared by Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

Ali Juhafl, an executive with 
Kuwait Oil Company now living 
in exile in Bahrain, said A1 
Wafra is a relatively small field. 

He speculated that Iraq bad 
blown it up to show the U.S.-led 
coalition that it would not hesi- 
tate to ignite bigger facilities at 
Magwa and B organ, two of the 
biggest oil fields in the world. 

Some analysts have said that 
Iraq would torch the source of 
Kuwait's vast wealth before re- 
treating from the country. 

“If (Iraq) burns these, we all 
better leave the Gulf,” he said, 
referring to the environmental 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq accuses U.S. forces 
of hitting civilians, shrines 


, ■ Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD ACCUSED the 
■■ allied forces led by the U.S. of 
indisc rimina te assaults on dvi- 
_ Kan targets and Muslim shrines 
« and vowed revenge. 

*2 Iraqi military communiques 

arc-- * listed 24 allied air raids from 
v Monday night to Tuesday mom- 
• ‘ ing, including 20 attacks on re- 
... ■' siden tial targets in naghHad and 
■ ; ‘ other cities. It said 18 allied 
. - warplanes or missiles have been 

• ' shot down. 

. The target areas it listed for 
. “.the third day in a row included 
military research, nudear and 
"chemical .centres and a missile 
..-■plant. 

-• * ' Repeatedly hammered Tnes- 

day, according to Baghdad, was 
■- the strategic southern city of 
'Basra, headquarters of Iraq’s 
• Kuwait garrison. 

• * . The two more caputred friers 
" . put on Iraqi Television brought 

. to nine the number of allied 
- ~ ; linnen now in Iraqi hands. 

The two were identified as air 
' ,V ®rce Major Jeffrey Scott Tice 
L ... 'md Captain Harry Michael 
j 'Roberts. Two airmen by those 
. : ^ . - ’lames were listed by the Penta- 
r *on Sunday as missing in action. 

• - The two were exhibited on- 

. r. ‘ *.. . xaqi Tv broadcast Monday 


-night and Tuesday, according to 
an Ir anian TV report which 
showed film dips. 

Baghdad Radio broadcast 
their remarks. One man could 
be beard to say that his F-16E, 
based in Doha, Qatar, had been 
shot down by a surface-to-air 
missile while on a mission to hit 
an oil refinery near Baghdad. 

Iraq also said U.S. warplanes 
had hit the Shiite shrines of 
Najaf and Karbala, south of 
Baghdad. 

“The blind malice of the im- 
perialists and Zionists readied 
its peak when they deliberately 
fired their mabrioos shells at the 
sacred sites,” said Iraqi radio. 

Najaf contains the tomb of 
AH, son-in-law of the Prophet 
Mohammad, who Suites revere 
as his successor. 

Karbala is the site of an histor- 
ic 'battle in 680 A.D. in which 
Hussein, Ah’s son, was killed. 
He is entombed there. 

Also hit, according to the 
broadcast, was the historic St. 
Thomas Church, Iraq’s oldest in 
the northern city of Nineveh, 
ancient capital of the Assyrian 
empire. 

The radio predicted that “all 

the strength of holy anger will 

gather and torn into a combat 

and fedayeen (suicide comman- 


do) force and add new elements 
to die increasing scope of suidde 
operations that will seek retribu- 
tion...” 

The Iraqi National Assembly 
called on Muslims worldwide “to 
wage holy war against all athe- 
ism and evil with all their faith,” 
Baghdad Radio reported. 

The alHeri co mmand main- 
tains that it was l imi t in g the 
ferocious air war, which reached 
10,000 sorties Tuesday, to milit- 
ary and other strategic targets- 

There are several strategic 
sites near Karbala, just south- 
west is Babylon, the site of the 
A1 Hillah missile production 
plant. 

Just north of A! Hillah are the 
A1 Iskandariyah military re- 
search and chemical weapons 
complex and the Ai Musayyib 
chemical plant. 

Iraq had reported that Baby- 
lon and Al Iskandariyah were 
two of the areas hit Tuesday. 

The report of air raids of 
civilians targets al«> made by 
Baghdad Radio. 

“Baghdad and other Iraqi 
cities were struck by missies. 
Women, children and old people 
were killed. Even places of 
worship were not spared from 

(Continued on page 5) 



PROTEST: Women and children stage a demon- allied farces attack on Iraq and the Bosh admini- 
stration in front of the American embassy in tratiou's policy in the Middle East (photo by Yousef 

Amman Tuesday in protest against the U3.-led Al ‘Allan) 


Crown Prince: Gulf war could 
turn to be bitter battle to the end 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Tuesday he 
doubted Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein would “wave a white 
handkerchief’ of surrender de- 
spite the massive bombing de- 
signed to push out Iraqi forces 
. from Kuwait. 

Prince Hassan also said from 
Amman in an ABC television 
interview that he doubted a 
negotiated settlement could be 
achieved, especially since the 
showing of allied prisoners-of- 
war (PoWs) on television, which 
Washington says was in violation 
of Geneva conventions. 

“I flunk now with the mount- 
ing hostilities and particularly 
after the PoWs... it is very diffi- 
cult to talk of a... cessation of 
hostilities,” Prince Hassan said. 

The Crown Prince said he now 
doubted any settlement was in 
the works because of bitterness 
cm both sides of the fight. 

“There’s very little likelihood 
that anyone is going to stand op 
and wave a white handkerchief,” 
be said. “I think they are abso- 
lutely committed to defending 
themselves, even if it appears to 


be suicidal.” 

Prince Hassan said it was very 
difficult to talk of a cessation of 
hostilities. He noted that the 
non-aligned states were moving 
to achieve a ceasefire. 

“Incidentally, we have asked 
all parties to cease hostilities.” 
he said. "There is a- lot of mora- 
torium from one side that you 
saw because of the staggering 
death toQ — which we do not 
have any clear idea about — 
because of the damage, particu- 
larly the damage to St. Toumas 
Church in Ninva, one of the first 
religious sites to be hit/’ he said. 

Prince Hassan voiced Jordan's 
concern over the deteriorating 
situation in the Golf ”... particu- 
larly when you see that contacts 
with the outer world have been 
cut and when you bear about 
7,000 sorties and over 50,000 
tonnes of bombs, the equivalent 
of two Hiros him as.” 

U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 678, Prince Hassan said, 
was intended to push Iraq out of 
Kuwait, “but today what we are 
seeing is a massive attack on 
Iraq, and still there is no move- 
ment.” 


“Unless the U.N. or any inter- 
national body can move, I really 
do not see what alternative there 
is other than fighting to the 
bitter end." he said. 

House bloc condemns attack 

The Liberal Bloc, in the Lower 
House of Parliament Tuesday 
condemned the attack against 
Iraq by the U.S. -led forces 
saying that it was being carried 
under in the name of the United 
Nations. 

In a statement issued Tues- 
day, the bloc said the “aggres- 
sion aims at striking Arab and 
Muslim nations and controlling 
their resources.” 

The statement called for an 
end to the aggression against 
Iraq and the whole Arab Na- 
tion.” 

It warned of the rapidly esca- 
lating and massive hostilities and 
called for providing support for 
Iraq in its battle because “if we 
fail to confront the aggression 
now, we will lose our future and 
freedoms and our future will be 
linked with the will of those from 
striking at Iraq.” 


90% of allied strikes 
missed — Soviet general 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE INDEPENDENT Soviet 
news agency Interfax quoted an 
unidentified member of the 
Soviet general staff Tuesday as 
saying 90 per cent of all allied air 
strikes against Iraq had missed 
their targets. 

Interfax quoted the officer as 
saying most Iraqi air bases 
and aircraft bad not been 
hit in the massive bombardment 
and about 30 anti-aircraft system 
remained intact. It said 11 anti- 
aircraft units had been knocked 
out. 

“Ninety per cent of the strikes 
have not hit any targets,” Inter- 
fax quoted the general as saying. 

And the U.S. Defence De- 
partment conceded that it did 
not have “a folly accurate pic- 
ture” of the success of U.S. and 
allied air strikes against Iraq. 

It said the bad weather that 
was hampered the aerial bom- 
bardment of Iraq and Kuwait 
also makes damage assessment 
difficult. 

“We don’t have a lot of that 
information oursevles,” Defence 
Department spokesman Pete 
Williams said in a Tuesday inter- 
view with Cable News Network 
(CNN). 

Mr. Williams said there is not 
a huge gap between what the 
military is saying and what it 
knows about the damage. But he 
told the NBC broadcasting net- 
work, “We don’t have a folly 

accurate picture.” 

Earlier, Pentagon officials 
said Iraq was using decoys to 
thwart allied efforts to wipe out 
Scud missile launchers. Congres- 
sional sources said the campaign 


was being hampered by persis- 
tent hostile fire as well. 

“They do use decoys and they 
use them well,” Lieutenant- 
General Kelly told reporters at a 
briefing. He said allied war- 
planes are working hard to take 
ont the remaining launch sites, 
which Iraq has used to fire rock- 
ets into Israel and Saudi Arabia. 

He said weather hampered the 
operation and the Iraqis’ use of 
decoys was “somewhat of a 
problem. I can’t quantify it.” 

In London, Britain's armed 
forces minister said Monday 
night that some of the mobile 
Iraqi Scud missile launchers 
thought to have been destroyed 
by the allies may in fact have 
been decoys. 

“The actuality may be that 
when we thought we were taking 
out a Scud launcher, this was 
actually something made of 
cardboard and plywood, and 
wasn't actually a proper laun- 
cher,” Archie Hamilton told Sky 
Television. 

“This is always what happens 
in the fog of war and degree of 
confusion/ be said. 

According to the Soviet gener- 
al quoted by Interfax, “a large 
part of the Iraqi aircraft and 
airport have not been hit, de- 
spite all claims to the contrary. 
Air bases in Iraq are very well 
camouflaged and extremely hard 
to detect.” 

Interfax gave no details of the 
general’s source or whether his 
assessment was shared by the 
general staff. 

Most Iraqi weapons system 
were supplied by the Soviet Un- 
ion and there has been some 

(Continued on pane 5 ) 


Libya, 

Morocco 

warn 

Turkey 

Combined agency dispatchese 

AMERICAN planes struck Iraq 
again from a southern Turkish 
base Tuesday, but Baghdad con- 
tinued to turn a blind eye to 
Turkey’s Gulf war role. 

But Libya and Morocco 
warned Turkey against becom- 
ing directly involved in the war 
against Iraq, the official Libyan 
news agency JANA reported. 

JANA said Turkey’s ambassa- 
dor was summoned to the fore- 
ign ministry in Tripoli and told 
that Turkey's involvement 
would “greatly harm" its rela- 
tions with Arab countries. 

“The Turkish ambassador has 
been informed that giving milit- 
ary facilities means the possibil- 
ity of expanding tbe scope of the 
war as for as toe southern bor- 
ders of the Soviet Union, there- 
by involving other countries in 
the confrontation," the JANA 
dispatch said. 

Turkey last week authorised 
U.S. warplanes to use Turkish 
airbases for attacks on Iraq. 
U.S. aircraft have already made 
about 300 sorties ont of the giant 
Incirlik base in southern Turkey 

since last Friday. 

JANA said King Hassan of 
Morocco had telephoned Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadbafi and 
that they had discussed die 
“opening of the Turkish front.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Armitage visit said 
to reflect American 


concern for Jordan 


By Rania A tails 
in Washington 

THE VISIT to Amman on Tues- 
day of a special envoy of U.S. 
President George Bush was pri- 
marily aimed at conveying 
American anxiety over the con- 
sequences to Jordan of any 
Israeli involvement in the Golf 
- war, according to American offi- 
cials Tuesday. 

His Majesty King Hussein met 
with Richard Armitage, a for- 
mer assistant secretary of state, 
in Amman Tuesday. There was 
no official Jordanian comment 
on the meeting. 

American officials said that an 
Israeli involvement in the con- 
flict worries Washington not so 
much for fear of tbe collapse of 
the U.S. -led coalition against 
Iraq but more so for what such 
involvement and an expansion of 
the war could mean for Jordan. 

The effects on Jordan of an 
Israeli involvement in the war is 
certainly “one of our fears,” one 
State Department official told 
the Jordan Times Tuesday. 

But, he stressed, there have 
been “no promises” made by the 
U.S. to Jordan during the visit 
by Mr. Armitage. 

White House Press Secretary 
Marlin Fitzwater said the visit by 
Mr. Armitage was not designed 
to send a message but rather 
aimed at closer consultations 
with the Jordanian government. 

“We thought it would be help- 
fill to have Rich go' there and 
have a personal conversation” 
with King Hussein, Mr. Fitzwa- 
ter said at a press briefing Tnes-. 
day morning. 

Last week. President Bush 
said he would not write-off Jor- 
dan as an actor in the “serious 
diplomacy” that the U.S. had 
planned for the region once the 
Gulf war is over. 

Mr. Fitzwater said Mr. Armit- 
age was sent to Amman Sunday 


in order to “consult with King 
Hussein personally” on tbe Gulf 
situation. The White House 
spokesman said the decision to 
send the special envoy was taken 
by the president on Saturday in 
Camp David, tbe same day King 
Hussein held a press conference 
in Amman in which he expressed 
grave concern over the situation 
in the Gulf. But Mr. Fitzwater 
did not confirm that the decision 
to send an emissary was promp- 
ted by the King’s statement. 

Prior to Mr. Armitage’s visit, 
there had been lower-level dis- 
cussions between American and 
Jordanian officials. 

The State Department official 
said the prospects of a Middle 
East peace settlement would 
most certainly depend on the 
outcome of the Gulf war. He 
reiterated the Bush administra- 
tion’s position that a peace con- 
ference could be useful “at the 
appropriate time.” 

The official said he believed 
Israel was acting ont of self- 
interest by not retaliating against 
the Iraqi Scud missile attack last 
week. 

“Israel will first and foremost 
look to see what is best for the 
defence of Israel,” he said in a 
phone interview. “Whatever re- 
taliation would be done by the 
allies,” he added. 

He denied media reports that 
the U.S, had agreed to postpone 
an international peace confer- 
ence in return for Israel’s show 
of restraint. “We do not make 
those kinds of deals,” he said. 

The administration official 
said tbe U.S. was not ruling out 
a role in the peace efforts for the 
Soviets. “We are not trying to 
keep them out but we have felt 
that they ought to have relations 
with all sides and play a re- 
sponsible role... We won’t rule 
out a role for them,” he said. 

(Con tinned on page 5) 


Gorbachev urges world 


efforts to contain Gulf war 


Combined agency dispatches 

SOVIET PRESIDENT Mikhail 
Gorbachev said Tuesday inter- 
national efforts should be step- 
ped up to stop the spread of the 
Gulf war. 

He told a Moscow news con- 
ference: “Events in the Gulf are 
dearly tending to escalate. That 
is very dangerous. We must do 
all we can to stop the conflict 
spreading.” 

Mr. Gorbachev, who has ex- 
pressed support for the effort to 
force Iraq out of Kuwait, de- 
scribed the policies of Iraqi Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein as “irres- 
ponsible." 

As the Gulf war continued for 
a sixth day Tuesday, at least 
eight nations said they were 
searching for diplomatic solu- 
tions for the conflict. 

Earlier a Soviet spokesman 
said Mr. Gorbachev was con- 
tinuing the search for an agree- 
ment to halt the bloodshed in the 
Gulf, 

Mr. Gorbachev's Gulf crisis 
group, which includes the fore- 
ign and defence ministers, was 
due to meet later in tbe day and 
would dedde whether to launch 
any new initiative. 

“They will consider new 
approaches to bring peace in the 
Gulf.” the spokesman said. 

Mr. Gorbachev told President 
Saddam immediately after U.S.- 
led forces began bombing last 
Thursday that he would try to 
stop the attack if Baghdad 
announced it was withdrawing 
from Kuwait. 

President Saddam rejected 
this proposal on Monday, saying 
U.S. President George Bush 
must first pay for his “crime of 
aggression' 1 Radio Baghdad re- 
ported. 

China has proposed consulta- 
tions with Moscow on ending tbe 
war, according to diplomats in 
Beijing, and Indian Foreign 
Minster Vidya Charan Shulda 
discussed the matter during a 
stopover in Moscow Tuesday. 


The official news agency 
TASS said Mr. Shukla and De- 
puty Foreign Minster Vladimir 
Petrovsky agreed that a rapid, 
unconditional Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait would stop the 
bloodshed and open up possibili- 
ties for resolving all regional 
problems — a reference to the 
Palestinian quesiton. 

The crisis group, which in- 
cludes Foreign Minister Alexan- 
der Bessmertnykh. Defence 
Minister Dmitry Yazov and 
KGB chief Vladimir Kryuchkov, 
has met several times since the 
Gulf war broke ont. 

Mr. Gorbachev has finnly 
supported U.S. policy on Iraq, a 
former close Kremlin - ally, 
while regretting there could not 
have been more time for nego- 
tiation. 

His policy has come under fire 
from some right-wingers, who 
have joined Arab students in 
protest demonstrations. 

Conservative Soviet newspap- 
ers have sniped at the United 
States. The Communist Party 
daily Pravda said Tuesday that 
the United States was fighting to 
defend its economic interests, 
given its dependence on im- 
ported oil. 

“But surely one can defend 
the vital interests of every U.S. 
citizen a different way from 
bombing by B-52s and cruise 
missies,” Pravda said. “It has 
long been clear that the 
United Stales should end its 
dependence on Middle East 
oil.” 

In largely Muslim Bangladesh, 
1.5 million Muslims from 50 
nations joined an Islamic gather- 
ing Monday outride Dhaka that 
ended with a mass prayer for 
peace in the Gulf. The annual 
meeting is thought to be the 
second-largest Muslim gathering 
after the Haj pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca, Saudi Arabia. 

Tens of thousands of other 

Muslims marched Monday in 

(Continued on page 5) 
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may have staved off 1 1 10 Saddams bpm in Bangladesh 


frontlines Israeli retaliation 


as war starts 


By John King 

The Associated Press 
SAUDI ARABIA — Saudi un- 
its assigned to the from line near 
Kuwait to demonstrate Arab re- 
solve moved to positions behind 
U.S. forces the first night of the 
war, angering some 'American 
and British soldiers. 

Saudi officials acknowledge 
the pullback but insist it was, in 
the words of an official military 
source, “a planned withdrawal.” 

American military sources 
said the U.S. command knew 
about it in advance, but they did 
not know bow far in advance. 
The U.S. command was refused 
official comment. 

A Saudi official quoted anony- 
mously by the Saudi Press Agen- 
cy said the withdrawal was plan- 
ned well in advance of hostilities 
and designed to protect the 
Saudi troops from Iraqi artillery 
and rocket fire during the air 
phase of the war. 

A U.S. marine officer in the 
area said the Saudis pulled back 
just before allied forces, includ- 
ing Saudi pilots, began a bomb- 
ing campaign against Iraqi posi- 
tions in Iraq and southern 
Kuwait, including some within 
80 kilometres of the Sandi- 
Kuwait border. 

“We’re essentially the front 
now,” said the marine officer, 
who would not let his name be 
used. 

If the Saudi troops “had come 
by here” when they were pulling 
tack, said a British officer in the 
border area, “I'd have turned my 
bloody guns on them and sent 
them tack.” 

Saudi troops also are stationed 
to the west, in the Hafr A1 Batin 
area about 100 kilometres south 
of the Kuwait-Iiaq border. 

Another Saudi official said, 
also anonymously, that the with- 
drawal “was according to the 
plan.” He said: “Civilians had 
already been evacuated from the 
area and this was a plan to 
evacuate the area.” 

U.S. marines remain, howev- 
er, and have inched north, 
harassed every day by artillery 
and rocket fire from Iraqi forces 


just across the Kuwaiti border. 
Several marines have been re- 
ported slightly wounded. 

Two American airmen cap- 
tured by Iraq were the pilot and 
observer in a marine scout plane 
that was directing return fire by 
the marines just south of the 
frontier. 

“Our guys axe up there getting 
shot at, jumping into NBC (che- 
mical protective) suits three, 
four times a day,” the marine 
officer said. 

The British officer said the 
Saudis left small items of equip- 
ment and some personal items 
behind, which indicated to him 
the decision to move out had not 
been planned. 

Since the American buildup 
began after Iraq seized Kuwait 
on Aug. 2. U.S. and Saudi com- 
manders have said their soldiers 
would fight side-by-side in case 
of war. Some unit-level U.S. 
commanders, however, have 
questioned the Saudis’ willing- 
ness to fight. 

The British officer, inter- 
viewed as bis unit moved even 
farther north near the borders 
with Kuwait and Iraq, said the 
upper echelon of the Saudi army 
was well trained and respected 
by other allied commanders. 

“But when yon get to the 
ground-level guys, they just 
don’t have the stomach,” the 
officer said. “They would much 
rather see someone else do it 
and pay the bill.*’ 

The Saudi official disputed 
that. 

“Our forces are ready and 
w illin g to fight,” he said. “This 
was a planned move and is no- 
thing to signal our commitment. 
We will fight.” 

As forces were deployed be- 
fore the war began, American 
commanders repeatedly stressed 
that Arabs were manning the 
front lines. 

There were two main reasons 
for the decision: To portray Iraq 
as being alone among major 
Arab states and preserve Amer- 
ican public s upp o r t by present- 
ing foe Arabs as leaders in the 
alliance. 


Tall stories part of Gulf 
disinformation war 


CAIRO (R) — Heard the one 
about Saddam Hussein’s wife and 
sons Seeing to Mauritania aboard 
a plane loaded with gold, money 
and secret documents? 

Flatly denied by the Maurita- 
nian and Iraqi governments, the 
tale made headlines around the 
world this week. 

Wishful thinking? Dismforma- 
tin? Propaganda? 

“Thai tall story was just one 
example of a media war being 
fought over the airwaves, on the 
television screens and ip the press 
between the U.S.-led dniance and 
Iraq, experts say. 

“They say that in war the first 
casualty is truth. This war fa being 
fought live on television and 
radio, and that makes the truth 
even harder to pin down,” a 
Cairo-based official of the U.S. 
Information Agency said. 

In the battle for hearts and 
minds in the Middle East and 
beyond, rumour can be as effec- 
tive as Scud or Cruise missiles in 
shattering enemy morale. 

Whether to demoralise the Ira- 
qis or to reassure their own public 
opinion, U.S. and allied officials 
leaked a number of exaggerated 
claims of success in the first hours 
of the war. 

Cable News Network televi- 
sion, broadcasting live from 
Washington, reported just a few 
hours into the bombing of Iraq 
and Kuwait on Jan. 16 that senior 
Pentagon officials were saying the 
Iraqi air force had been “virtually 
decimated.” 


Three days later, U.S. military 
commanders said they had con- 
cluded that much of the Iraqi air 
force was still intact. 

Iraq says it has shot down more 
than 160 allied aircraft, while the 
alliance says it has lost 15. In- 
flated war claims and casualty 
figures have a long tradition in 
the Middle East. 

Some are too exaggerated even 
to be effective as disinformation. 
Western military analysts say. 
But others may be aimed at in- 
flaming religious passions. 

While the United States and its 
allies say they have been avoiding 
civilian areas, Baghdad Radio 
said Sunday the Shi'ite Muslim 
shrines of Najaf and Kerbala had 
been bombed. It has not repeated 
the report. 

In the first days of the war. 
there were repeated rumours that 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak had been assassinated. They 
briefly affected international cur- 
rency markets. 

Three Egyptian journalists 
accompanying their country’s troops 
□ear the front with Kuwait said 
on day one they saw 50 Iraqi 
tanks with 190 crew surrender to 
Egyptian forces. 

The story ran on the front 
pages of Egypt’s government- 
owned newspapers the next day. 
The Defence Ministry and the 
president’s office said it was not 
true and allied briefing officers in 
Saudi Arabia have made no men- 
tion of the 190 alleged prisoners. 
. The story sank without trace. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Israel 
may have decided not to retali- 
ate against Iraq after last week's 
Scud missile attacks because the 
United States withheld secret 
codes to identity its warplanes, 
the Los Angeles Times said 
Tuesday. 

Quoting unnamed U.S. gov- 
ernment sources, the newspaper 
'said Israeli pilots were ready to 
take off at any second, but they 
lacked the appropriate IFF 
(identity friend or foe) computer 
codes in their a ir c r aft. 

This would make them vulner- 
able to attack by U.S. and allied 
aircraft if they entered Iraqi air 
space and were mistaken for 
enemy fighters. 

The Los Angeles Times said 
the United States was continuing 
to withhold the vital codes from 
Israel. 

But Washington had agreed to 
dear an air corridor for Israeli 
jets if future missile attacks by 
Iraq were to cause serious 
casualties or deaths, it added. 

“Hie withholding of the codes 
indicates that the Bush adminis- 
tration may have used more than 
pleas and promises of additional 
defence equipment to persuade 
the Israelis not to strike back 
and risk damaging the Gulf 
coalition,” it said. 

Washington sent several bat- 
teries of Patriot anti-missile mis- 


siles manned by U.S. servicemen 
to Israel at the weekend to bols- 
ter its defences against farther 
Scud attacks. 

It was the first time U.S. 
soldiers had been deployed in 
Israel in defence of the Jewish 
state. 

The Los Angeles Times’s 
sources said the air corridor 
agreement between Israel and 
the United States would be im- 
plemented in the event of Iraqi 
missiles bitting Israel with 
enough severity to warrant re- 
taliation. 

Israel would notify the U.S. 
air attache in Tel Aviv of its 
decision to hit back and he 
would relay Israel's intentions to 
the U.S. command in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. 

The information would then 
be sent to the U.S. airborne 
warning and control system 
(AW ACS) in order to dear the 
necessary air space. 

In the view of an unnamed 
congressman quoted by the 
newspaper, this- would be 
equivalent to allowing the Israeli 
air force to use the secret IFF 
codes. 

The codes would have to be 
keyed in to the computers of 
Israeli warplanes so that allied 
fighters would recognise them as 
friendly aircraft. 


Wave of anti-Iraq moves 
in several countries 


LONDON (Agencies) — The Gulf 
war has caused a series of anti- 
Iraq moves in many countries, 
including expulsion of Iraqi de- 
plomats as well as civilians. 

Most expulsions have been 
ordered by members of the anti- 
Iraqi alliance, but Austria and the 
Philippines have also taken mea- 
sures to cut the risk of attacks. 

The Philippine government 
said Monday it was expelling 
Iraq’s consul-general in Manila, 
Muwafak A1 Ani, after linking 
him with a botched - attempt to 
bomb a U.S. library in Manila. 

One Iraqi was killed and 
another seriously injured as the 
90kg bomb they were, frying to 
plant in Manila’s financial district 
Saturday went off prematurely. 

The Philippines immigration 
department said intelligence, ex- 
ports showed die two men tad 
used Mr. Ams car for the attack 
and the Iraqi consul-general was 
in it at the time. 

This was the first attack on 
Western interests outside the 
Middle East since the Gulf war 
began Thursday. But govern- 
ments around the world are 
braced for more. 

The Netherlands and France 
said they were expelling Iraqi 
diplomats as part of joint action 
being taken by several European 
countries. 

“There’s a war going on and we 
want them the hell out,” one 
Dutch official said, following the 
announcement that four Iraqi di- 
plomats and a non-diplomat at 
the embassy had been given 24 
hours to leave the country. 

Only the Iraqi ambassador to 
the Hague and one attache have 
been allowed to remain. 

France expelled 12 Iraqi diplo- 
mats and their dependants, but 
Ambassador Abdul Razzak AJ 
Hashemi, Iraq's senior envoy to 
Western Europe, was allowed to 
stay with four aides. 

Diplomatic sources in Rome 
said the Italian government was 
to announce the expulsion of 
several Iraqi diplomats Tuesday 
and Greek radio said the govern- 
ment in Athens was deporting 17 
Arabs on security grounds, in- 
cluding Iraqis, Libyans and 
Palestinians. 

Last week Italy deported seven 
Iraqis, described by the author- 
ities as dangerous, but none was a 
diplomat. 

It also arrested another, Khalid 
Duhhao A1 Jawary, who is 


wanted in the United States in 
connection with a series of bomb 
attacks on Israeli targets in 
Washington in 1973. 

Austria said on Monday it had 
arrested 11 Iranians belonging to 
a pro-Iraqi group on suspicion of 
planning attacks. 

“There are indications that 
these people were planning ter- 
rorist activities,” said Interior 
Minister Franz Loeschnak, with- 
out giving further details. 

The popular Vienna daily 
Kronenzeitung reported that they 
had entered Austria on forged 
passports carrying $15,000 and a 
small quantity of drugs. 

In Belgium, a political scandal 
has erupted over the foreign 
Ministry's authorisation of -a visit 
by a senior .aide of Palestinian 
leader Abu Nidal on the eve of 
the Gulf war. 

Two senior Foreign Ministry 
officials resigned Monday after 
having allowed Walid Khaled, 
spokesman of Abu Nidal’s Fateh 
Revolutionary Council, to visit 
Belgium. 

He was invited for talks on the 
release of Belgian hostages in 
Lebanon who were freed a week 
ago, but was still in Belgium 
when war broke out. “This pre- 
sence on Belgian territory at the 
height of the Gulf conflict is 
unspeakable,” said Deputy Prime 
Minister Philippe Moureaux. 

Monday's wave of expulsions 
and arrests followed an earlier 
clam pd own on Iraqi diplomats 
last week, when Britain expelled 
28, foe United States and Ger- 
many an estimated seven. 

Britain said Monday it had 
detained 72 other Iraqi residents 
whom it considers a security risk. 
The Foreign Office said two were 
members of the Iraqi armed 
forces and were being held as 
prisoners of war. 

Though all Western countries 
have withdrawn all their diploma- 
tic staff from, Baghdad, which is 
now subjected to heavy daily 
bombing, they have stopped 
short of closing down Iraq's di- 
plomatic missions in their own 
capitals. 

Diplomatic sources said this 
was to keep open a line of com- 
munication to the Iraqi lead- 
ership. 

Three Iraqi diplomats expelled 
from Canada at the weekend, 
were suspected of having links 
with extremists, a federal govern- 
ment source said. 


DHAKA (AP) — At least 10 baby boys born in the city of Rangpur 
in the last 18 hours have been named Saddam in honour of the Iraqi 
president, a newspaper reported Tuesday. “I will call my son 
Saddam Hussein, every child in Bangladesh should become a hero 
like him , 1 ** Abul Hossain was quoted as saying by the Khabar 
newspaper. Hossain learned of his son’s birth Monday when he 
returned home from a demonstration denouncing the United States 
and its allies for waging war against Iraq, the newspaper said. The 
independent Bengali-language Daily said nine other baby boys 
bom in Rangpur Sunday and Monday also were called Sa ddam — 
an unusual name in this Islamic bat non-Arab nation. At least 5,000 
Saddam supporters paraded through Rangpur in a half-dozen 
separate anti-American protests Monday, the newspaper said. 
Rangpur, which has a population of about 120,000, is 250 
kilometres north of Dhaka. 

Singapore tightens visa rules 

SINGAPORE (R) — Holders of passports from a number of 
Middle Eastern and North African countries will need a visa to visit 
Singapore from Tuesday, the home affairs (interior) ministry said. 
The visa requirement applies to nationals of Iraq, Libya, Algeria, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Tunisia and Yemen. “The 
government has had to reluctantly impose the visa requirement 
now that there is a worldwide concern on terrorism,” the ministry 
said in a statement. “Our intelligence service has been advised that 
terrorists have often used either forged passports or genuine 
passports from these countries.” The visa requirement was a 
temporary measure and would be reviewed “once die situation in 
the Gulf region permits it,” it said. 

Sudanese businessman sentenced to 
death 

KHARTOUM (R) — A Khartoum court sentenced a Sudanese 
businessman to hang for trying to smuggle gold ingots and hard 
currency out of the country, official press reports said Tuesday. The 
Guwwat AI Mussallabah newspaper said Hani Shakour, a Coptic 
Christian, was given the death sentence after being convicted of 
trying to smuggle $36,250, 50 pounds sterling, 500 Saudi riyals and 
960 KG of gold to Cairo through Khartoum airport last May. 

Blast damages Lebanese-French Bank 

BEIRUT (R) — A bomb blast lightly damaged the Lebanese- 
French Bank in Beirut late Monday, the bank manager said on 
Tuesday. A man m a speeding car threw the bomb at the entrance 
of the bank, slightly damaging the main door and shattering some 
windows, bank manager Jamal Man sour told Reuters. “Each time 
there is an international crisis involving major powers there will be 
attacks like these. But they won’t affect our work,” Jamal said. 
“We will increase security at night-” The bank is the third largest in 
Beirut in terms of capital. A West Beirut branch of the British Bank 
of the Middle East was slightly damaged on Sunday by a bomb 
explosion. Hours later gunmen fired a rocket-propelled grenade at 
the Italian embassy. 

Five killed in Ugandan bar quarrel 

KAMPALA (R) — Five people were killed when a young M uslim 
set fire to a tar following a row over the Gulf war in eastern 
Uganda at the weekend, police reported. Officers investigating the 
deaths of four men and one woman said the incident took place on 
Sunday at the town of Iganga, 130 kilometres east of the capital 
Kampala. They said that the man, Ismael Isabiiye, stormed out of 
the bar after a quarrel over which side was right and who was the 
likely winner of the conflict. Accusing the others of being 
non-believers, he locked the door and set the bar on fire. More than 
60 per cent of Ugandans are Christian, and around 10 per cent are 
Muslims. 

Governor rejects Detroit request 

DETROIT (R) — Michigan Governor John Engler Monday 
rejected Detroit's request that national guard troops be posted at 
key facilities in the rity to deter potential extremist attacks. Mr. 
Engler said local security appeared sufficient for the time being. 
But he did not flatly rule out the possibility of a future troop 
presence. Last week, Mayor Coleman Young declared a state of 
emergency and appealed to Mr. Engler for troops to guard bridge 
and tunnel border crossings with Canada and the local airport. It was 
the first such request by an American city for national guard aid in 
connection with the Gulf war. Detroit, with the largest concentra- 
tion of Arabs in the United States, has been the subject of intense 
scrutiny by federal law enforcement agencies as fears of extremist 
attacks have increased. 


Women curse U.S., 


Bush; express 
support for Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A crowd of 
500 Jordanian and Iraqi women 
staged a protest in front of the 
American embassy in Amman 
Tuesday chanting anti-U.S. slo- 
gans and calling on the Iraqi 
armed forces to defeat the 
aggressors. 

The women shouted support 
for Iraq and rail ed for the down- 
fall of George Bush and the 
heads of Arab countries arrayed 
behind the American-led coali- 
tion fighting Iraq. 

The protesters — who staged 
the largest demonstration yet 
before the U.S. embassy — cal- 
led for the implementation of 
the Iraqi Aug. 12 initiative wbicfl 
links the Gulf crisis with the 
Palestine question, and called 
for international resolutions to 
be applied with equal weight. 

The women, many in the tra- 
ditional robe and head dress and 
waving Iraqi, Jordanian and 
Palestinian tags, cursed the Un- 
ited States as the enemy of God 


and President George Bush as a 
“butcher of children.” 

It was toe biggest demonstra- 
tion at the U.S. mission since toe- 
Gulf war started last Thursday 
with American, Western and 
Arab bombing raids on Iraq to . 
force it to leave Kuwait. 

Security men, including riot ■ 
police, watched the protest from . 
cars as it moved from the U.S." 
embassy to the nearby Egyptian 
missio n before ending peaceful- 
ly. 

Tbe Jordanian Women’s 
Committee for Steadfastness 
announ ced Tuesday it will ora- 
nio» a sit-in at the United Na- 
tions offices in Shmeis&ni 
Wednesday. 

The U.N. offices have witnes- 
sed a series of sit-ins over the 
past three months, with women's 
delegations submitting notes to 
be forwarded to the U.N. 
Secretary General demanding an 
end to the foreign invasion of the 
Arabian Peninsula and a peace- 
fill settlement of the Gulf crisis. . 


Americans, Westerners 
evacuate Khartoum 


KHARTOUM, SUDAN (AP) — 
Western embassies and offices of 
relief and aid agencies in Khar- 
toum are vacant or nearly so. 
They’ve been evacuated in fear of 
reprisals for the West’s role in the 
Gulf war. 

The pullout is tad news for 
millions of Sudanese facing 
famine in coming mouths. Relief 
efforts are pitifully inadequate 
now, and the lack of agencies can 
only slow them further. 

Scores of U.S., British and 
other diplomats and relief work- 
ers were evacuated to Nairobi in 
neighboring Kenya. Most who 
remain have emergency depar- 
ture plans. 

A measure of the volatility of 
the country they left occurred- 
Saturday. Hundreds of thousands 
of Sudanese, the largest crowd in 
recent memory, mounted a 
raucous demonstration against 
ffie United States and Egypt. 

Sudan’s leader, Omar Hassau 
Al Bashir, supports Iraq. 

The demonstration has been 
one of only a few anti-American 
or . anti-Western . incidents 
Pakistan is another exception — 
since war broke out last week. 

Nevertheless, “the feeling 
(among expatriates) was that 
Sudan was not in a position to 
offer protection from ‘terrorists’ 
(or) local extremist groups,” a 
European relief worker who re- 
mained in Khartoum said 
Monday. 

Due to government sensitivity, * 
he spoke on condition he not be 
further identified. But he is 
among scores of Westerners 
working with private, gov- 
ernmental and U.N. relief orga- 


nisations since the early 1980s 
trying to break Sudan, Africa’s 
largest country, out of a cycle - 
famine brought on by drought f.-.\ 
and civil war. , T-- 

Most, already stymied in many ;. 4=5 
ways by what they describe as an '4 
uncooperative government, have. 
left. Britain's Oxfam has evacn- V 
ated all its expatriate workers, ’yf-- 
The Irish Charity Concern is.. ^ 
down to three foreign staff, all: 
fraction of its usual contingent.;'^ 
Agencies of the United Nations^r^ 
offered their staffers tickets tqfrf' 
Kenya and told them then sta^^ 
would last at least two weeksg^ 
Only about one-third of UJ^:/ 
expatriates remain in Khartcmrt||||J 
The European relief worke|p^ 
said some agencies still are tiyiag1||g 
'to distribute food to famine vic-’ ||» 
tims, but “everything is slow be- Iffl 
cause of the evacuation.” .'$ja 
F amin e specialists say more Sa 
than 7.1 million of Sudan's 26 4 j 
million people are at risk. U.N. ijg] 
officials say up to one million ’s] 
t Sudanese could die — from mal- ' 

' nutrition, disease or starvation — 
i if an international relief opera- 
i ti6n is not arranged soon to cover r 

a million-ton grain shortage. £ 
Of that amount, about 20,000 
tons have been delivered toY^a 
famine areas. .49 

Evacuation of most of the .'Jjl 
donor countries' diplomats, as Jjg 
well as Western anger at Sudan 
for supporting Iraq in the Gulf 
crisis, is certain to delay the relief ; J 
operation. . ;Ji 

The U.S. embassy left only two . E 
diplomats in Khartomn and ^ j 
brought in special planes to 
evacuate its nationals. Ambassa-^S 
dor James Cheek went td'^j 
Washington. ;Jj£ 


Mubarak: No ceasefire before Iraqi withdrawal 




CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosni Mubarak said Tuesday 
Egypt had no plans to call for a 
ceasefire in the Gulf war unless 
Iraq pulled its forces out of 
occupied Kuwait. 

“We cannot announce a new 
initiative for a ceasefire today. 
Nobody will Listen to such talk.” 
Mubarak said in remarks carried 
by Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency (MENA). 

“Iraq must withdraw from 
Kuwait because without with- 
drawal from Kuwait we will not 
be able to persuade the interna- 
tional community to stop this 
operation,” be said, referring to 
the bombing of Iraq and Kuwait 
by the U.S.-led alliance, which 
indudes an estimated 45,000 
Egyptian troops. 

Asked about press reports 
that might seek a limited truce to 
give Iraq time to change its 
mind, Mr. Mubarak said a cease- 


fire that allowed Iraqi troops to 
stay in Kuwait would violate 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions calling for a withdrawal. 

Rejecting calls from some 
opposition groups to withdraw 
Egyptian troops from the Gulf, 
Mr. Mubarak asserted that they 
were sent in line with Arab 
summit resolutions and a 1950 
Arab defence pact 
“What is behind this talk of 
withdrawing troops and in whose 
interest?” Mr. Mubarak asked. 
“Do we accept occupation of 
land by force?” 

“If we establish such a princi- 
ple, Israel will say if yon agree 
to the occupation of an Arab 
country by force, bow come you 
demand that I cede land or solve 
the Palestinian issue’?” 

The fundamentalist Muslim 
Brotherhood and key profes- 
sional associations attacked the 
participation of Egyptian troops 


in die U.S.-led multinational 
force fighting Iraq and urged 
their withdrawal. 

Asked about anti-Egyptian 
protests in Khartoum and rally 
by demonstrators there for 
attacks on the Aswan High Dam 
in southern Egypt, Mr. Mubarak 
issued a stern wanting to Sudan. 

“I trill not allow under any 
circumstances that an inch of 
Egyptian territory be attacked. 
(Iraq) would not be able to hit 
. the High. Dam... even if (Iraq) 
brought something to Sudan, of 
course I wouldn’t leave ft. And 
Sudan would pay a high price.” 

Egypt temporarily doted its 
schools and a u n iversi ty branch 
in Sudan after anti-Egyptian de- 
monstrations. 

Syria, another partner in the 
anti-Iraq alliance, urged Iraqi 
Pres ident Saddam Hussein to be 
brave and quit Kuwait. 


Al Baath, newspaper of the " 
ruling Baath Party, said in an 
editorial: “With pain fillin g our - 
hearts, we appeal to the Iraqi ', 
president to be brave and take 
the brave decision and salvage 
what could be salvaged from the 
dear Iraq." 

“If yon are not capable of - 
taking such a decision, then take 
a manly stand and step down. If 
you can’t save Iraq, then let 
someone else make that ded- - 
sfcra,” ft added. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad urged, the Iraqi leader ' 
days before war began m the . 
Gulf last Thursday to quit 
Kuwait. 

“The pledge given by Presi- 
dent Assad still stands and Syria 
with its full capabilities would be 
in the same position and on the 
same front with Iraq if Iraq came 

under attack after pulling out of ' 
Kuwait,’' Al Baath said. 


f; 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

1&00 Koran 

16:15 Programme review 

16:25 Children's programme 

17 JO Educational programme 

1&O0 News summary in Arabic 

18:05 Cairo news message 

I&30 Local programme 

2M0 News in Arabic 

2fk30 Arabic scries 

2IJ0 Arabic programme 

Z3M News in Arabic 

23:40 Play 


PROGRAMME TWO 

IBM Documentary 

18 JO Sixeme Candle 

I9A9 News in French 

19:15 Carnet de Notes 

1939 News in Hebrew 

2th3Q After Henry 

21:10 Our House 

22riK> News in English 

2239 Not a Penny More, Not a Penny 
less 


PRAYER TIMES 

•fcW Fajr 

0&30 (Sunrise) Duha 

IVA$ Dbuhr 

14*10 -Asr 

17:05 Maghreb 

I8£S 'Isfaa 


CHURCHES 

S*. Mmry ot Nazareth Cbareh SwtSkfa, 
Tel. 810740 

AmenbBt* of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St- Joseph Church Tel.' 624590. 
Cbareh ot the Annmdatiea Tel. 
637440. 

De hi SaHe Cbareh Tel. 661757 
Temaula Chon* Td: 622366 
Church ot the AanuBdathm Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcaii Cbareh Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Aimeniaa CathoBc Cbnrdi Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbareh TcL 

*5261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman In to n o f fam,! Church Td. 
685326. 

E naptal L ut her an Cbra-ch Td: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
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WEATHER 

BuBerin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly doudy to ckmdy and 
rainy at times. Winds win be westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it win be partly 
doudy with n orth e r ly light to moderate 
wind and calm seas. 

Mid -/ max. temp. 
Amman ............................. 4/10 

Aqaba 9/18 

Deserts 3 / 12 

Jordan Valley 8/16 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 


man 10, Aqaba 13. Humidity readings: 
Am m a n 91 per cent, Aqaba 32 per 
cent. 
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Kba&dl Maternity, J.Anm... 644281/6 
AkOeh Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 


M “ ermt 3' 642362 

ammsam 664171/4 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 

666127/37 

Trruna 



Z»q» Govt. Hospital (09Mffi323 

XRBID: V«T«»/az 

Princess Basina Hospital (021275m 

Greek CaiboCc Hospital " (02)272275 

j^^Nafera Hospital (02)247100 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


550 / 480 

Banana (Mu kaimror ) 450/400 

100/ 80 

250/200 

Cauliflower ..._ 200 / 150 

S?™ - 200 / 150 

Cucumbe rs (large) 40/50 

w am b en (small) — 180/120 

500 / 400 

Gadlc 1700/ 1500 


t?*® - 260 / 200 

— 250/200 

repp er (sweet) 150/100 

- 120/ SO 


UpperioweT price in fib 


5“**, : ZZZ.Z. 350 / 


Tomatoes 


130/ 90 
120/ 80 
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CBJ 

-receives 

lonations 

"For 

people’s 

iirmy 

' \MMAN (J.T.) — The Central 
' ank of Jordan (CBJ) has re- 
. "* -rived donations from the public 

- finance the People's Anny, 
: id said Tuesday that it has 

aened a special bank account to 
■■ -"tamel the flow of donations for 
- us cause. 

A CBJ statement said that 

- embers of the public can send 

their donations during the 
:: ’ ink's office hours or can just 
^o- nd the contributions to local 
■ nks operating in Jordan which 
- tum can re-channel the dona- 
!, >ms to the CBJ account. 

Earlier this month, a partia- 

- mt member took the lead in 
Bating JD 100.000 plus his 
lole salary from parliament to 
‘ People’s Army. 

Aqaba Deputy Ziad Shweikh 
- d that Jordan and the Arab 
••5rld were going through very 
' ficult dxcumstances requiring 
* citizens to offer sacrifices to 
; Armed Forces and the Peo- 
’s Army to bolster the coun- 
t's defences. 

^Jhweikh made the annoimee- 
i ut foDowing a briefing to par- 

1 nent members by Army Chief 
_ Staff Farhi Abu Taleb who 
V lined the duties of the Armed 
■>rces. The briefing was 

i l Tided by His Majesty King 
•* isein. Prime Minister Mudar 
ban and cabinet members. 

^ j Taleb told the meeting that 

2 Armed Forces, were going 
.* ad with plans to give every 
•: *a the opportunity to opn- 
? ate towards the country’s de- 


ROYAL VISIT: Her Majesty Queen Noor 
Tuesday paid an inspection visit to the Royal 
Medical Services, where she was briefed by the 
director, Mju or General Dr. Aref Batayneh, on the 
preparations being made to deal with any emergen- 
cy find might arise fin Bgjtt of the current coadttLoas 


in toe region. Queen Noor also visited one of the 
field dressing stations, where she met with the staff 
and doctors who briefed her on the types of 
procedures and operations carried out at the field 
dressing etaHo ps- 


i^arnve 

By Saeda Kilani 

V ^4 5peoa/ to the Jordan Times 

~ .• Amman - Not only is the wax in 

’> ^'^■*c;he Gulf reflecting millions of 

~ s^JeopIe's dismay over the blood- 
hed and their desire for peace, it 
' " t !';■ ^tlso brought to light the widening 
;-^ap that exists between people's 

- ^ . _ ropes and government action. 

- • . *• ’*>, Hundreds of demonstrations 

; ■ ‘ . ' ’desire taking place all over the world i 
'. 7 ,' .7 ailing for peace. Peace activists 
' ■ -:^md organisations are continuing 
*> t ;beir 'efforts to promote peace 
, __ launching massive peace rallies 

. -.;j and demonstrations and warning 

- ... the catastrophic consequences 

;’7 if war continued. 

. ; Two Canadian peace activists, 

Carl Chaplin, an artist and Randy 

■ • Thomas, a photographer and wri- j 
; - ■ *-.v ;.ter, arrived here Sunday for the 
‘ ’ i\- (..objective of promoting peace. 

: V“We are speaking on behalf of 

- - — "many all over the world who 

- „ _ ^"""desire peace”, Chaplin said. 

I C majority of people in Cana- j 

'■^da are against the government | 
stand. We are personally embar- 
lirn raised that we have lost our 
* honourable position as peace 
activists.” 

: ' “Many parliamentarians have 
voiced their strong objection to 
_ • Canada’s role in the Gulf crisis ” 

‘ .yhomas added. “In fact, the 
prime minister’s popularity does ■ . 
not exceed 20 per cent among I 
Canadians at the moment.” ; 

In his paintings, Chaplin ex- I 
presses the dramatic situation in | 
- the world at present and the 
rising tension among individuals. j 
“When war broke out, I im- 
- - . mediately set to work to paint the 
■ : . -. latest piece called the ‘Goules of 
Baghdad’. These images are dis- 
: r played for the first time in the 
world as a warning.” 

Not belonging to any specific 
: - . - - organisation, Chaplin and Tho- 

mas .had started their peace trek 
at their own expense in order to 
convey their message of peace to 
- - - the world. As a point of depar- 

- tore they travelled with a show 
warning of Hiroshima and Naga- j 
saki which was exhibited in Cairo 

.. . . and Jerusalem. They were pro- 
’ paring to exhibit in Moscow and 
_ other Eastern European coun-^ 
tries until war broke 'ant in the7 

r • .':y:mr\ ii 

The* two. pqacq Ovists whajj 
have confronted different sorts or 
• danger and who lost their luggage 
■ sn route to Jordan are deter- 
mined to convey the message of 
peace wherever possible. I 

“We. are paying all the ' 

• penses because we felt tha’ .te 
... cause is much more worthy Jban 
. money, ” Chaplin said. “P ople 

- should know that seeking l._erty 
foes not take sides and peace can 

: mly be maintained if people are 
. .-.Tee.” 


Jordan receives emergency 
relief supplies from UNICEF 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The first 
consignment of four new ship- 
ments of emergency relief sup- 
plies from toe - United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) ar- 
rived in Amman Tuesday. 

The supplies win be used to 
meet any eventuality resulting 
from the outbreak of hostilities 
in the Gulf and the probable 
influx of large numbers of re- 
fugees into Jordan. 

A Royal Jordanian (RJ) cargo 
plane carried the consignment 
from Copenhagen. The same 
aircraft is scheduled to make 
three more consecutive flights 
between Denmark and Jordan to 
bring in the supplies, according 
to a UNIC EF o fficial here. 

The UNICEF chartered ship- 
ments arc worth almost $1 million 
and were largely funded through 


a national fund raising camp aign 
in the Netherlands b y the Dutch 
Committee for UNICEF. 

The shipments include 
emergency drugs and medical 
supplies sufficient for 300,000 
people for three months, 50,000 
blankets, large field hospital 
tents and other emergency sup- 
plies. 

The other new shipments wifi 
arrive during the next four days 
and will bring to six the number 
of such emergency relief strips 
merits since early January when 
two similar consignments arrived 
on the 8th and 9th of the month. 

Wit h the new arrivals, UN-' 
ICEFS contributions towards 
Jordan’s emergency relief opera- 
tion will have reached $4.75 mil- 
lion. The contributions came in 
response to Jordan’s appeal for 


Kilani calls for cohesion 

Bishop Sayegh describes 
raids on Iraq as barbaric 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
States* ongoing aggression on 
Iraq Tuesday drew condemna- 
tion from Bishop Salim A1 
Sayegh, of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Amman who de- 
scribed die air raids on Iraqi 
targets as barbaric. 

’Die air raids have destroyed 
places of worship for Muslims 
and Christians, and die brutal 
raids have killed innocent chil- 
dren and old men and women, 
said the bishop in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The lives of people are more 
valuable than all the material 
things of die world, and those 1 
involved in the raids can by no 
means be true believers in God 
because they are intent on kfilir^ 
innocent fiuihaiSTiB , d’dcslro' r j^ ;> ' 
their places or worship, the 
bishop said' ifr'hb^statefaittiti/ 
Mouh'mof -1+7 •. 

resen* _ve ir ._. 'e- 

legp^on il* jc:Jan said that war 
r. detested by peace-loving na- 
tions of ihe world because it can 
.y cause devastation and suf- 


ferings. Weapons are blind and 
do not differentiate between 
mfirtary and civilian targets in- 
cluding churches and merques 
and homes, as well as economic 
and scientific centres. Dr. Najjar 
added. 

He voiced the Roman Catho- 
lic church's appeal to wo*!£ lead- 
ers concerned with wr-;j peace 
and justice to searc’ or the real 
causes of conflict ind to try to 
find just and ..arable solutions 
foi these »• .ae*. including the 
Palestine problem, and to deal 
with a 1 ’ issues on equal terms. 

M~ *ste : of Awqaf and Islamic 
Adairs Ibrahim Kilani called 
.uesday for more cohesion 
among the Jordanian people in 
,th&face of the current crisis and 
adherence to. the wise policies of 
|I&‘Mqesty‘4&ug Husseih. 

| | Addressing directors of awqaf 
and mosque preachers in die 
Kingdom at a meeting held at 
the King Abdullah Mosque, the 
minister said that the present 
stage in Arab history required 


from the preachers to guide the 
worshippers and the public in 
general in their national duty in 
renting aggression to support 
die efforts of the Armed Forces, 
the Public Security and Gvil 
Defence Departments. 

The minis ter urged the mos- 
que preachers to address wor- 
shippers in Friday prayers in 
matters related to the present 
crisis and to warn them against 
hostile propaganda designed to 
cause splits and dissension 
among Jordanian ranks. He 
warned against listening to radio 
broadcast by the enemies of the 
Arab Nation especially concern- 
ing news about the events in the 
Gulf because these broadcasts, 
he- said, were meant to weaken 
the- morales of the people 
''through fabricated reports' and' 
hostile campaigns against Iraq. 

The minister also called on the 
mosque preachers to urge the 
public to contribute generously 
towards the bolstering of the 
People's Army. 


WFP, Jordan sign $6.4m 
food aid agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The World 
Food Programme (WFP) and 
the Ministry of Planning Tues- 
day signed an agreement on the 
third expansion of Jordanian 
primary schools, literacy and 
centres and kindergartens in ru- 
ral areas. 

Under the third expansion 
scheme, WFP will be spending 
$6.4 milli on for food commod- 
ities and transportation, while 
the Jordanian government plans 
to spend $9.8 million in in-kind 
contributions, transportation, 
storing food supplies etc., accord- 
ing to the agreement winch was 
signed by Minister of Planning 
Amin Abdullah and United Na- 
tions Resident Representative in 
Jordan Ali Attiga. 

Since the project’s inception 
in 1965, WFP assistance has en- 
abled the government to provide 
a midday snack to tens of 
thousands of school children 
from poor rural families. The 
snack serves as an incentive en- 
couraging chil dren to attend 
school regularly and alleviates 
the hunger of those children who 
come to school without break- 
fast. Carried out with assistance 
from the Ministry of Education, 
past reviews show that the pro- 
ject has been conducted effi- 
ciently with the help of experi- 
enced and dedicated staff, the 


WFP said in a press release. 

Under this third expansion, 
the project seeks to ease the 
negative effects the structural 
adjustment programme (SAP) 
will have cm Jordan's education 
sector. SAP measures regarding 
staple foods are expected to re- 
duce the daily food intake of 
school children in poor rural 
areas. 

In addition, because of reduc- 
tions in the education budget 
plus no new capital expendi- 
tures, parents will be required to 
assume responsibility for a grea- 
ter share of the costs. Many 
parents in the poorest areas wiU * 
be unable to bear the additional 
costs and there is concern that . 
they may be forced to withdraw 
their children from school. 

WFP assistance is designed to 
sup port the education sector in 
several ways. It is intended to 
help maintain high rates of en- 
roDmeot at rural primary schools 
and to facilitate the operation of 
kindergartens in rural area. It 
also seeks to increase enrollment 
and attendance of adults — par- 
ticularly rural women — in li- 
teracy classes and to encourage 
rural women to participate in 
t raining programmes that will 
provide them with skills in 
income-generating activities. 

The largest group of benefi- 


ciaries consists of pre-school and 
primary school children. Be- 
tween 50,000 and 60,000 primary 
school children and another 
1,000 to 1,600 children in kinder- 
gartens are expected to receive 
assistance each year. WFP wheat 
flour will be given to their pa- 
rents who in turn are expected to 
provide their children with tradi- 
tional home-baked bread which 
the children will bring to school. 
Canned meat or cheese, to be 
eaten with the bread, will be 
distributed to the children while 
in school and to the pre-school 
: children in kindergartens. 

. In addition, between 2,000 
and 3,200 adults attending litera- 
cy centres and between 700 and 
1,000 women trainees will re- 
ceive family rations of wheat 
floor, canned cheese or meat, 
pulses, sugar and tea. The family 
ration, represents about 31 per 
cent of their daily food expendi- 
tures and therefore provides a 
significant level of income trans- 
fer to these low income families. 

The programme has been also 
assisting Jordan with a project 

designed to develop the highland 
agricultural region and a second 
project supporting the develop- 
ment of rangeland and meat 
production. The value of all 
WFP assistance to Jordan to 
date is $152.5 million. 


Bomb scare at British bank 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Die branch 
of the British Bank of the Mid- 
dle East on Jabal Hussein was 
Tuesday the target of a bomb 
threat, but there was no explo- 
sion and the police safely re- 
moved the suspect object. 

David Tate, Jordan area man- 
ager of the Hong-Kong owned 
bank said Jordanian bomb dis- 
posal experts found the device in 

a folded newspaper that was 
spotted on a counter at the 
bank’s Jabal Hussein branch, 
acco rdin g to a report carried by 
Reuter news agency. 

The agency quoted police 
sources as saying that the bomb 
was a fake device. But the 
Associated Press (AP) agency 
quoted other police sources as 


saying that It was a one kilog- 
ramme explosive device which 
was dismantled safely. 

The bank manager told AP 
that the device contained only 
batteries and no explosives. Last 
October a similar suspect pack- 
age was spotted at the British 
Rank in downtown Amman and 
was removed without causing 
any danger. 

Agence France Presse (AFP) 
said that its office in Amman 
received a call claiming that the 

device was planted by a group 
calling itself toe Arab Commun- 
ist Revolutionary Party. But the 
AFP said the police confirmed 
that the suspected object con- 
tained batteries and some wires 
but no explosives. 


At the weekend a bomb went 
off outside a British Bank 
branch in West Beirut, caiidng 
no casualties and slight damage. 

On Friday night a gunman 
fired six toots at the Amman 
offices of the U.S. Citibank from 
a speeding car, causing slight 
damage but no injuries. 

The British Council, Britain's 
government-backed overseas 
cultural organisation, 
announced the temporary clo- 
sure of its Amman office and 

library on Sunday. 

Tate told Reuters Jordanian 
police guards at his bank's five 
Amman brandies would be dou- 
bled after Thursday’s scare. All 
visitors would be searched. 


Senators, deputies decry Turkish stand 


aid to evacuees of the Gulf crisis 
passing through Jordan on their 
way home. 

In Brussels the European 
Comnrissioc dedded to open a 
new credit of ECU 7.5 milli on 
(approximately $103 million) in 
humanitarian assistance in 
favour of refugee populations 
and victims of toe Gulf war. 

The Community aid will be 
used without discrimination to 
meet shelter, food, medical and 
- transportation needs of the 
affected humanitarian organisa- 
tions such as the Internationa] 
Co mmi ttee of the Red Cross, 
Red Cross societies of the Com- 
munity’s member states, the In- 
ternational Organisation for 
Migration, United Nations agen- 
cies, and non-governmental 
organisations. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Members 
of the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament Tuesday criticised 
toe Turkish government position 
towards toe Gulf crisis. They 
said that the chang ing Tur kish 
position contravened Islamic be- 
liefs and traditions which call for 
Islamic solidarity and forbids 
riding with toe infidels. 

Die parliament members in- 
terviewed by Petra expressed 
wonder at the change of toe 
Turkish position, saying that 
Turkey would not take part in 
any attack against Iraq, nor will 
it allow any of the U.S. -alliance 
wax planes to take off from its 
territory. 

Spokesman for toe Islamist 
bloc at the Lower House Ahma d 
Qnteito Azaideh said Turkey's 
position contravenes totally with 
the Islamic faith and Islamic law, 
and with toe history of that 
Muslim country, which served as 
a very strong wall in the face of 
the Crusades, particularly during 
toe 18to and 19th centuries. 

He called on the Turkish Mus- 
lim people to counter any attack 
on and any intervention in a 
Muslim country. He noted that 
the present Tu rkish position en- 
hances the attempts to detach 
Turkey from its Islamic environ- 
ment. 

Deputy Fakhri Kawai voiced 
dissatisfaction with the Turkish 
position, and said he expected a 
shift in this position in favour of 
Iraq and the Arab and Muslim 
nations. 

Deputy Thouqan Hindawi 
said Turkey has joined toe camp 


of toe enemies of the Arab 
Nation by allowing toe U.S. 
allies to use its airbases to carry 
out attacks against Iraq. Hmda- 
wi added that America and 
Israel were planning to liquidate 
Arab causes, by attacking Iraq. 
He noted that whoever keeps 
silent over toe attack or takes 
part in it is an enemy of the 
whole Arab Nation. 

Deputy Salim A1 Zu’bi said it 
was clear that the U.S. -led cam- 
paign against Iraq was designed 
to destroy the state of national 
awakening toe Arab and Mus- 
lims countries are going through, 
and to obliterate the Arab and 
Islamic civilisations. 

He added that Arab masses 
will determine toe outcome of 
this battle, by supporting Iraq 
and extending every possible 
help for it. 

Deputy Laito Shbeilat said 
that the Turkish position was 
bad and was in line with die 
American policy, noting that the 
United States has paid Turkey 
billions of dollars as a price of 
this position. He added that it 
was hightime for Turkey to find 
out, after being refused to join 
the European Community and 
after sacrificing great propor- 
tions of its budgets to m aintain 
the presence of the largest world 
armies, to go back to its Islamic 
roots and contribute to leading 
the Islamic nation against Zion- 
ist forces of oppression. 

Deputy Mohammad Faris 
Tarawneh described toe Tur kish 
position as hostile to toe whole 


Arab Nation and Arab and Isla- 
mic aspirations in liberating the 
usurped land and ensuring toe 
fair distribution of Arab wealth. 

He said that Turkey’s position 
was against toe genuine Turkish 
interests and detrimental to its 
historical relations with the Arab 
Nation. 

Upper House of Parliament 
member Jumna Ham mad ex- 
pressed surprise at Turkey’s 
position, saying that it has great 
economic interests with Iraq. He 
noted that Turkey nets more 
than $2.5 billion as revenues 
from the Iraqi oil pipeline, which 
passes through the Turkish land. 
Hamm ad wondered how the 
Turkish decision-makers 
accepted to undermine their eco- 
nomic interests with the Arabs 
and particularly with Iraq, and 
to forget all the religious ties that 
have linked the Arabs and Turks 
throughout history. Hammad 
pointed out that the hostile Tur- 
kish position was prompted by 
the huge financial aid Turkey 
had received in return for a new 
role within the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
and as a result of its close rela- 
tions with the U.S. 

Hammad referred to the 
opposition movements in Tur- 
key saying that there was great 
resistance for this position 
among the Turkish people and 
among some Turkish officials. 
The resignations of the foreign 
minister., the chief of staff and 
the commander in chief of the 
Turkish anny were not but a true 


evidence of such an opposition. 

The House Foreign Affairs 
Committee Chairman Ahmad 
Innab said the Turkish position 
contravened with all values and 
relations of good neighbour- 
hood, religion, and culture, 
saying that the Turkish govern- 
ment was tempted by the volume 
of aid pledged or received. 

Salt Deputy Samir Kawar said 
toe Arabs and M uslim worlds 
were shocked by the Turkish 
position, and its decision author- 
ising toe U.S.-led forces to use 
Turkish bases to launch attacks 
against Iraq. He called on Tur- 
key to redforider its position to 
safeguard its interests and those 
of the countries of the region. 

Senator and former prime 
minister Ahmad Obeidat de- 
scribed toe Turkish position as 
extremely grave, given the his- 
f torical background and toe joint 
borders between Turkey and 
Iraq. Obeidat noted that conde- 
mnation of the Turkish position 
was a must. He called on all 
Arab and Muslim nations to 
move at all official and national 
levels to condemn the position of 
the Turkish leadership against 
Iraq. 

Deputy speaker of the Lower 
House Atef A1 Butoush said die 
Turkish government’s position 
was contrary to the will of the 
Turkish people. He voiced hope 
that the Turkish people stop this 
alliance with the enemies of the 
Arab and Islamic nations and to 
exercise pressure on their gov- 
ernment to cause it to change its 
position. 


Baghdad turns into a different place 
under U.S., allies ‘surgical strikes’ 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the U.S.-led 
alliance bombed chemical plants 
and nuclear installations out of 
existence on toe outskirts of 
Baghdad and other Iraqi cities, 
no questions have been raised so 
far about the consequences of 
these “surgical" operations 
against “strategical sites.” 

While tiie two sides reported 
“few” civilian casualties neither 
environmentalists nor human 
rights activists, including 
Amnesty International, were on 
hand to file their respective re- 
ports. • 

As the “surgical strikes" con- 
tinue, toe possibilities of a 
“quick war” have already evapo- 
rated. U.S. Secretary of State 
Dick Cheney has admitted toe 
Golf war could last for weeks 
and maybe months. 

The Iraqi capital, has become 
a different place. The city is 
being denied water, electricity 
and petrol. People coming out of 
toe city gave the Jordan Times a 
grim account of what life is like 
in toe shell-shocked city. 

Despite reports to toe con- 
trary, Baghdad is stiH full of 
people, says BBC television cor- 
respondent John Simpson, who 
left the city Jan. 21. 

“While some people have left, 
most are still in the city,'' says 
Simpson who was the first Euro- 


pean TV correspondent to enter 
Baghdad in August. “It seems to 
have been a conscious decision 
by both toe residents and toe 
government, who in fact did not 
encourage the residents to 
leave." 

While the people have re- 
mained m toe dty, reports of 
increasingly “miserable living 
conditions” are on toe rise. 

Eyewitnesses report that as 
power was cut off a few hours 
after toe allied shelling began, 
water ceased to run and all 
public- works came to a stand- 
stiH‘v™ ; -' ; -- 

^Nbt’ope single electric, light 
cafr be seen on the streets of 
Baghdad at night. Only toe occa- 
sional car head lamps show signs 
of life," Simpson says. 

While Simpson, who has spent 
most of the last five months in 
Baghdad, says there have been 
□o signs of deliberate attacks on 
civilian targets, he says that a 
train fall of civilians was re- 
portedly hit. 

“The strikes seem to concen- 
trate on strategic sites and not 
civilian areas,” Simpson says. 

A long-term Jordanian resi- 
dent of Baghdad does pot be- 
lieve that there had been preci- 
sion in the bombing of Baghdad. 
“My house was bombed and I 
don’t believe it is a strategic 
ate,” said Mahmoud Karam. 

Those few who have visited 
Iraqi hospitals say the hospitals' 


occupancy indicate that there 
were no more than “two dozen 
casualties for each night of 
bombing.” Others say that in- 
jured could die very soon be- 
cause of toe lack of adequate 
medication. 

“Before toe war started there 
was a problem with medication. 
Patients could not be property 
treated because of a lade of 
medicine. The situation now can 
only be worse,” said a journalist 
who left Baghdad two days be- 
fore toe war began. 

Diose residents of Baghdad".' 
•wfaojbad. lived through toe- eight! 1 
year Iran-Iraq war, have jiowt 
“dug into" their bankers onre 
again to resist toe evils that war 
brings. 

While lack of food has not 
been reported by people fleeing 
Baghdad, incredible inflation is 
malting many baric foodstaples 
practically unattainable.’ 

“Children’s milk is not cheap 
to come by," said a mother of 
two who returned to Amman 
two days after the war broke 
out. "There is lots of dates syrup, 
but you can’t live on that alone," 
she complained. 

“Wherever people reside 
there is an unmistakable smell," 
said Simpson who added that 
. “even in toe hotels the hygienic 
condition are deteriorating 
quickly.” 

The diseases caused by a lack 
of sanitation are likely to spread 


if the situation continued for 
long, said a Jordanian doctor 
who kept following the situation 
in Baghdad and other Iraqi cities 
currently under fire. 

Despite the clause in the 
U.N.-sponsored embargo on 
Iraq that excludes medication, 
Iraq has in fact been denied 
medication for the last five 
months. 

Despite toe evident hardship, 
Arabs returning from Baghdad 
say toe Iraqi moral is relatively 
high and both Arabs and Wes- 
terners agree that toe first mis- 
sile attack, on Tel Aviv was the 
greatesbmoment of relief for toe 
Iraqis Since the war broke ouL 

“As they sat in their bomb 
shelters they heard toe news.... 
Tel Aviv was hit by Iraqi missQes i 
and yodelling could be heard 
from bunker to bunker," re- 
ported a 44-year-old Jordanian 
returning from Baghdad Sunday 

night. 

“It seemed to give Iraqis the 
impression that some good , 
'would come out of this conflict... 
their greatest enemy had been 
hit and that in itself was an 
accomplishment," one Western 
journalist told the Jordan Times. 
He said that Iraqis considered 
Israel and not toe U.S.-led 
alliance to be toe greater of toe 
two evils. “There is no doubt in 
my mind that Iraqis hold Israel 
directly responsible for the 
war." 


Business leader sees more activity 
in relaxing government bureaucracy 


By Nur Safi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The war in the Gulf 
has brought about a virtual stale- 
mate to business activities in toe 
country. In view of these cir- 
cumstances, toe business sector 
has found itself engulfed be- 
tween striving to enhance its 
business activities yet unable to 
do so because special attention 
to toe sector has not been given 
by toe government. 

In an attempt to increase in- 
centives for the private sector, in 
order to once again activate 
commercial activity,- Moham- 
med Asfour, chairman of the 
Jordanian Chamber; of Com- 
merce called for a relaxation in 
government bureaucratic proce- 
dures. 

“The present circumstances 
dictate that there should be a 
significant decrease in govern- 
ment routine, red tape, 
bureaucracy and other measures 
that may hamper toe drive, or 
negatively affect toe private seo- 
tor in performing its national 
duty,” Asfour told toe Jordan 
Times. Hie said that since the 
country took to expanding toe 
private sector role, (increasing 
production and improving condi- 
tions for investment) decreasing 
routine and unnecessary red 
tape has always been a goal. 

Standards and specification 
could be amended or relaxed in 
order to roll the wheels for 
imports and for locally- 
manufactunsd products. 

“However, these strenuous 


times warrant some leniency 
when standards are applied, 
especially on the locally- 
produced items such as food- 
stuffs,” Asfour suggests. He be- 
lieves if these proposals were 
adopted, “it would enhance 
commercial activity and elimin- 
ate an element of delay on im- 
ports." These imports are 
already delayed through obsta- 
cles by the U.S. and its allies 
policing the Red Sea and toe 
hi gh cost of insurance and trans- 
portation into the country. “But 
this is not to say that the stan- 
dards should be lowered. It is a 
matter of leniency, and expedit- 
ing the process," Asfour main- 
tained. 

Another obstacle to business 
flow is certain regulations 
hindering activity of free zones, 
he says. While Jordan has always 
abided by toe United Nations 
Security Council resolutions, 
which ban all exports to Iraq, 
save food and medicine, “this 
should not be an excuse to ban 
exports totally ont of the free 
zones," Asfour explains. He. 
says that Jordanian free zones' 
are very important element be- 
cause they enhance the role of 
the private sector and encourage 
commercial activity. “Imposing 
obstacles on re-export from toe 
free zones to countries outride 
Jordan, totally defeats the pur- 
pose for which free zones were 
created. 

“The pressures being imposed 
on Jordan’s commercial activi- 
ties with the outride world are 
well known,” Asfour stated. 


“The interception of ships head- 
ing into Aqaba port is no longer 
a subject for debate. This, with 
the added assumption that the 
Gulf of Aqaba is now within toe 
war zone, has made toe insur- 
ance companies put significant 
increase on the normal insurance 
premiums,” not to mention the 
war insurance premiums. 

When toe Customs Depart- 
ment considers a war risk pre- 
mium as part of toe cost and 
levies customs duties on that, the 
only result, Asfour said, is an 
increase on toe cost. 

This reflects in higher prices of 
■imports that will be ultimately 
paid by consumers or manufac- 
turers. 

Although toe Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade has already 
exempted five per cent of the 
war risk premium from toe cus- 
toms duties, “we hope that to 


."^iLaer alleviate problems, an 
immediate decision will be 
made,” Asfour said, suggesting 
that “toe customs department 
accept a bank guarantee from 
toe importer until toe Economic 
Security Council makes dear de- 
cisions in that respect.” 

Asfour concluded that a very 
important point during these 
crudaJ times is “to find toe 
easiest and quickest possible 
ways of clearing goods from the 
port of Aqaba and to make sore 
that there are none left there so 
they (the goods) would not be a 
target for hostilities.” 

In this manner at least, goods 
are retrieved against bank 
guarantees (given to the customs 
department by the importers). 
Goods will also be in toe owners 
warehouses and closer to the 
consumer as well as away from 
danger. 


New recruits graduate 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — A new batch of People’s Army recruits 
graduated Wednesday in toe city of Mafraq. The commander of 
the People's Army in the dty delivered a speech in which he 
affirmed toe importance of the People's Arthy in protecting the 
country and in supporting toe Jordanian armed forces. One of 
toe graduates affirmed in his speech the readiness of toe People's 
Army recruits to sacrifice their lives to protect their homeland. 

Emergency council formed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The University of Jordan decided Wednes- 
day to form a higher emergency council which will be chaired by 
the university president and will include his assistants, the student 

affairs dean and toe secretary general. The university’s emergency 
committee held a meeting Wednesday under the chairmanship of 
the student affairs dean. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 

By G. H. Jansen 

AFTER THE Iraqi Scad missile attack, Israel was able 
to blackmail the U.S. into providing the Jewish state 
with the protection of Patriot missiles and the presence 
off&hore of tbe U.S. carrier “Forrestal.” The leverage 
was the Israeli threat that without such protection 
Israel would have to attack Iraq on its own and that 
this could disrupt the alliance and extend the war 
because Israeli planes would have to fly over Jordan 
which would resist any violation of its airspace. 

This threat is' baseless because Israeli planes attack- 
ing Iraq could use two other alternative routes, 
bypassing Jordan to tbe south and Syria to the north. 
Indeed the Israeli airforce has already used the 
southerly bypass. When in Jane 1981 Israel attacked 
the Iraqi nuclear reactor its planes on the way to 
Baghdad overflew Saudi Arabia, returning over Jor- 
dan because of a shortage of ftiel. In the present 
circumstances the Saudis would cheer the Israeli 
attackers on. 

The northerly bypass would be up the Lebanese and 
Syrian coasts to the Indriik airbase near Adana from 
where the U.S. planes are attacking Iraq: The Turks 
would certainly have no objections to Israeli over- 
flights. 

Both routes are longer than the one over Jordan but 
the Israeli airforce is now experienced in mid-air 
refuelling and used it in the attack on PLO headquar- 
ters in T unis in 1985. These being the geographic facts 
it is pore propaganda for the Israelis to say that they 
“had” to drag Jordan into the war because they 
“had” to use Jordanian airspace. If and when they 
dragged Jordan in it would ije, because they want to 
destroy Jordan’s armed forces so that there should be 
no resistance to thetong-tenmisraeli plan of “transfer- 
ring” the West Bank Palestinians across the river to 
the East Bank. 

Foot note: 

Who ever decided to send a U.S. Forrestal to the 
Eastern Mediterranean to provide protection for Israel 
must have had the blackest of black senses of humour. 
James Forrestal was secretary of the navy under 
Truman and did everything he could to block U.S. 
involvement in the creation of the Jewish state. He 
failed and thereafter was so hounded by the Zionist 
groups in the U.S. that he committed suicide. 


Ecopolitical Forum 


A new world order founded on war! 



ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE INVASION of Arab territories and the ongoing onslaught 
on Iraq are being waged in the spirit of the old crusades 
characterised with hatred for everything which is Islamic and 
Arab, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday. The new crusaders are 
attacking Islamic countries under the pretext of implementing 
what the colonial powers call a “new world order," but are in fact 
destroying all values and human principles by doing so. the paper 
noted. Indeed, the new crusaders have come here with their 
minds obsessed with the old Roman vision of masters and slaves, 
with the West being the masters of course and the Islamic nations 
being the slaves, the paper continued. It said that the Western 
invaders are under the effect of their illusions that they can beat 
the Islamic nations who they consider as not only slaves but also 
murderers. The intensive air raids on Iraq, which have been going 
on for six days now can only be considered as the first step 
towards building the so-called new world order which tbe colonial 
powers continue to advocate, said the paper. But it stressed that 
the invaders who have been killing indiscriminately aid des- 
troying churches and mosques are bound to taste defeat by the 
faithful Arabs and Muslims. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily discusses the national 
economy and the question of imports and exports. Safah Abdul 
Samad rails for the local manufacturers of goods to try to improve 
die quality of their products even more than before to substitute 
those imported from foreign nations. The writer urges Jordanians 
to boycott goods coming from countries involved in the ongoing 
aggression on Iraq and to try to find substitutes for these products 
m other neutral and friendly countries. Under the present 
circumstances, boycotting the invaders’ goods is a national duty 
and the responsibility of every household, he notes. There is no 
doubt that the Arab people of Jordan and elsewhere are deeply 
angered by this aggression on the Iraqi people, and the boycotting 
of goods from hostile countries is the least that they can do at 
present, he adds. It is true that Jordan’s markets are relatively 
small, but, he says, that by boycotting foreign products, Jorda- 
nians can set a good example for other Arab states to follow suit. 


BELIEVE it or not: The crisis which triggered the hasty 
mobilisation of the unprecedented American armada and troop 
build-up in the Gulf to defend the Saudi Arabia against an Iraqi 
anack has ended up in tbe Saudis attacking Iraq! Saudi air 
squadrons are very active in bombing Baghdad: even the French 
have hesitated to bomb Iraq proper, because the issue at stake is 
the “liberation” of Kuwait not the destruction of Iraq. However, 
to the Americans and Saudis, the question is one of wiping out the 
Iraqi military power. To them, other things were pretexts and the 
United Nations resolutions have been merely a cover, that is a 
licence to kill. 

And killing is what the Americans. Saudis and Britons have 
been very busily and enthusiastically doing during the past seven 
days, in the course of which they are consuming very extensively 
the American taxpayer's money, the revenues of the Arab oil and 
above all. American and Arab lives. Kuwait is, after all. a stretch 
of sand. It is very difficult to believe that the American citizen or 
taxpayer treasures it to the extent of sacrificing American lives as 
President George Bush generously does. 

Mr. Bush is the head of a really and truly great democracy and a 
great society. In this particular capacity he wields not only a great 
power but also a powerful propaganda machine and enormous 


means to manipulate and mould public opinion. In the special 
case of Iraq and Kuwait, he has successfully used these means to 
convince the American citizen that this stretch of sand cm lea 
Kuwait is worth dying for. Consequently, unknown thousands of 
Americans and Arabs will be killed and immense physical 
destruction will be inflicted. Pragmatically speaking, the head of 
the "great” American democracy is thus much worse than a 
dictator. He should not have left things reach the point of waging 
war which must be a conclusive evidence of his incompetent 
leadership. Here he has failed and it is so tragic that he is trying to 
correct a personal mistake, or miscalculation, by that most 
barbarous method which is called war. 

Using that machine and sometimes a very heavy stick and 
otherrimes an enormous carrot (of Saudi and Kuwaiti petrodol- 
lars), Mr. Bush achieved a number of consecutive and connected 
steps. First he foiled an early Arab solution to the Gulf crisis 
based on the concurrence of Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. 
Second, he hypnotised the Saudis to imagine an impending Iraqi 
attack and thereafter to invite American troops to Saudi Arabia. 

Third, he managed to forge an odd coalition made up of countries 
ranging from Bangladesh, Sierra Leone and Senegal to Britain 
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Censorship in the land of freedom 


From Rania AtaUa 

WASHINGTON — Some 
have referred to it as "control- 
led” and "directed" coverage. 
Others have called it outright 
censorship. Whatever the 
name given, restrictions on the 
coverage of the Gulf war have 
angered more than just a hand- 
ful of Americans, journalists in 
particular. 

“For the first time since 
World War II. correspondents 
must submit to near-total milit- 
ary supervision of their work,” 
wrote Malcolm Browne in 
Monday’s New York Times. 
“Most reporters are uncom- 
fortable with a news system so 
completely under military con- 
trol.” 

Syndicated columnists Jack 
Anderson and Dale Van Atta 
have protested what they refer- 
red to as the Pentagon’s "self- 
serving regulations” which, 
according to them, not only 
inhibit journalists’ right to re- 
port but also infringe on "the 
people’s right to an unofficial 
version of events.” 

According to Pentagon reg- 
ulations tbat guide coverage of 


the Gulf war, reporters gef a 
chance to see and bear much of 
what goes on as members of 
"pools” — or groups of 60 or 
so journalists, rotated periodi- 
cally and given access to milit- 
ary sires through special 
arrangement by the Joint In- 
formation Bureau (JIB) in 
Dhahran. Pool reporters gp 
out in small groups, approx- 
imately sue at a time with a 
cameraman, to U.S. units 
either on land or on ships in 
order to observe the “action.” 
They may not use names of 
places they visit or reveal any 
dues that could help “the 
enemy” in its war effort. 
Furthermore, tbe service men 
and women they are allowed to 
interview are selected by offic- 
ers from tbe JIB, with tbe 
assistance of the unit com- 
mander. 

Military officials say the 
arrangement is designed to 
protect U.S. service men and 
women and to prevent the 
“enemy” from getting leads or 
clues on allied plans and inten- 
tions in the war. But Anderson 
and Van Atta disagree. "Of 
course, the military censors 
will deny that they are censors 


Occident and Orient- 
irreconcilable worlds? 


By Abdullah Hasanat 


WHOEVER, says that the 
Occident and the Orient are 
two irreconcilable worlds has 
more ears to listen to him these 
days. There is a growing feel- 
ing here tbat since die days 
before Islam, when Rome col- 
onised the Arab East, to this 
very day, when the U.S. is 
using everything in its power to 
subjugate the whole region, 
the only language that has 
dominated relations between, 
the two worlds is that of war. 

This theory did always have 
supporters, but never as many 
as during the present crisis. 
While America, like ancient 
Rome did, could coerce and 
lure some Arab and Muslim 
rulers to its side, the Arab and 
Muslim masses are still scorn- 
ful of the West and the brand 
of civilisation it represents. 
This can e3Sly be detected 
from this mass and spon- 
taneous demonstrations taking 
place all over the Arab and 
Muslim worlds. 

What is more perplexing is 
the fact that the "civilised” 
West, with all its orientalists, 
Arabists, anthropologists and 
sociologists are unable, nor 
probably willing, to analyse, 
let alone understand, these 
feelings of resentment that 
characterise the relations be- 
tween East and West. 

Most saddening, however, is 
that when enlightened, libera] 
and open-minded Westerners 
try to mend fences with the 
Arabs, they do so on assump- 
tions that their civilisation, 
democracy and way of life are 
superior. 

Take for example two recent 
resolutions, passed in the last 
10 days by two elected assemb- 
lies, the House of Representa- 
tives in the U.S. and the Lower 
House of Parliament in Jor- 
dan. The first voted to autho- 
rise the U.S. president to strike 
against Iraq for its occupation 
of Kuwait. The other was the 
Jordanian House, largely re- 
flecting popular sentiment in 
Jordan, which passed a resolu- 
tion condemning the American 
action and calling on Arabs 


and Muslims to “strike at 
American interests." 

The West was indignant, not 
over the U.S. Congress, (and 
for that matter British and 
French parliaments') resolu- 
tion but ours. What do your 
deputies mean? Western jour- 
nalists in Amman inquired. 
Are you going to heed their 
call? they asked the King. 
What are you doing about it? 
David Frost called Prince Has- 
san from London to ask. 

Western-educated, liberal 
Jordanians were stunned. They 
thought that what had hap- 
pened in both the Jordanian 
and U.S. Houses of deputies 
was part of the so-called demo- 
cratic process in democratic' 
countries. After all. Western 
journalists have been here for 
enough time to judge that tbe 
Jordanian House’s resolution 
enjoys almost total support 
among citizens. Jordanians 
contend that while almost 99% 
of the population and all SO 
deputies supported tbe House 
resolution, only 52 out of 99 
senators and 250 against 153 in 
the House of U.S. Congress 
supported the resolution to au- 
thorise the use of force against 
Iraq, while a large segment of 
the American society was 
against war. 

Well, perhaps it is time foT 
Jordanians to- realise that 
Western hypocrisy and double 
standards are much stronger 
than democratic values. It 
seems, afteral], that the West, 
as many have contended for a 
long time, only respects the 
notion that might is right, and 
tbat is why Saddam Hussein 
has chosen that path and why 
Jordanian representatives 
urged hitting back at Western 
interests. It is unfortunate that 
tbe few voices of reason and 
peace in the West are being 
muzzled by the same institu- 
tion tbat claims to protect free- 
doms. the media. It is unfor- 
tunate that the media should 
think that its role is to cover up 
for the atrocities committed by 
the “civilised world." 


and will swear that their in- 
terventions are intended solely 
to safeguard our fighting men 
and women.” they wrote in 
Monday’s Washington Post. 
"The generals don’t want their 
moves to reach home through 
what they consider to be the 
distorting prism of the media. 
If they want something known, 
they would rather release it 
through their own tightly con- 
trolled mechanisms.” 

In fact, the two columnists 
seemed so aggravated by the 
"press censroship” and the res- 
triction of Americans’ “most 
precious right” — their right to 
know — that they urged Amer- 
icans to respond to their com- 
ments and promised that the 
Post would tabulate their views 
and transmit them to the de- 
partment of defence. “Let the 
Pentagon know how you feel.” 
they challenged. 

Anderson. Van Atta and 
Browne attribute the cen- 
sorship to the military gener- 
als’ desire to avoid a situation 
analogous to the coverage of 
the Vietnam war. “The system 
implemented here has its roots 
in military dissatisfaction with 


news coverage of the Vietnam 
war, which some military offi- 
cials continue to argue was lost 
by the news media,” wrote 
Browne. 

Some reporters and membes 
of the pubiic have been frus- 
trated by the absence of pic- 
tures and television footage 
showing damage done to cities 
like Baghdad and Kuwait. 
Tapes released by the military 
and shown by television net- 
works illustrate “precision 
bombing” of non-civilian 
targets by allied air forces. The 
“pin-point accuracy” of such 
aerial bombing accounts for 80 
per cent of die 8,000 or so 
sorties by jet fighters, accord- 
ing to the Pentagon. 

In an article on press cen- 
sorship in The Guardian — a 
radical weekly paper published 
in New York — Robin 
Andersen stated that four jour- 
nalists and nine news organisa- 
tions (The Guardian included) 
have filed a law suit in New 
York’s federal court challeng- 
ing the press restrictions im- 
posed on reporting the Gulf 
war. The lawsuit, Andersen 
revealed, seeks an injunction 
to “stop the Pentagon from 


censoring the media coverage 
of the Gulf.” Defendants in 
the case are U.S. President 
George Bush, Secretary of De- 
fence Dick Cheney, chairman 
of Jhe Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Gen. Colin Powell and Penta- 
gon spokesperson Pete Wil- 
liams. 

“The press has become less 
critical and has learned to 
accept government deceptions 
at face value,’ wrote Andersen 
in this week’s edition of The 
Guardian, adding that the res- 
trictions on the Gulf war cover- 
age were not instituted for 
"bonafide security reasons.” 
but were aim ed at controlling 
public opinion by ensuring 
favourable coverage of the 
U.S. militar y presence in the 
Gulf. 

The Guardian article 
charges that the military has 
given special treatment to 
select news organisations and 
has helped expediate the grant- 
ing of visas and permits for 
journalists whose coverage is 
expected to favour the U.S. 
military. “Journalists who have 
filed unfavourable reports 
have been blacklisted,” 


Andersen wrote. -~r -.•“L;:! - :-. 

A number of Americans ' - 

have expressed their frussa^- - 
tion at the media’s coverage pFv'f. 
the Gulf war and have aired 1 
their views on public-sup^- /■ 
ported television and radio star : f- 
tions such as National Public.-.:.:-. 
Radio and the Public Affahs:-- 
Network cable channel. 

“The censorship is one of^ijjg 
the most serious in modem. _ 
times,” complained one uni- ' 
versity professor. “The media 
is not comfortable with the 
military censorship but it is stfil .. . . 
not witting to challenge it,” 
said Frances Hasson. "The 
United States media is acting 
like the public relations firm of . 1 . 
the United States govern- 
ment,” she added. 

Others seemed satisfied with 
the job the U.S- media has 
done since the beginning of tbe 
war, "I am sure reporters are 
being as open as they can and 
are showing all (die pictures) 
they can,” one woman said. As 
for tbe military establishment, 
it is probably “filtering out 
some firings,” she said. "Any 
government is probably doing 
the same thing,” she added. 


No ‘get in and get Jout’ 
for allied forces in Gulf 




By Walter R. Mears 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In any con- 
test, be it a war or a football 
game, Americans want a quick 
victory — “get in and get out" — 
an earlier president once said. 
That’s why President George 
Bush and his high command are 
warning again and again that the 
Gulf war won’t be won easily or 
instantly. 

They do not want a short timet- 
able to become the gauge of 
success, and they know the poli- 
tical risks of impatience. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said the United States 
would proceed carefully and 
methodically to force Iraq out of 
Kuwait while minimising Amer- 
ican and allied casualties. 

“I hope we can wrap it up just 
as soon as possible, but I wouldn’t 
want to put a time line on it." 
Cheney said Monday as he made 
the circuit of television interviews 
tbat the administration is using to 
get its points across. 

Cheney appeared in each of the 
four television networks. Gen. H. 
Norman Schwarzkopf, the U.S. 


commander in Saudi Arabia, had 
made the rounds on all four 
Sunday. 

Less than a week into a war 
waged from the air over Iraq and 
Kuwait, U.S. casualties have 
been so low that Schwarzkopf 
said he was “astounded, delight- 
ed and thankful.” 

First-wave reports of over- 
whelming success in raiding Iraqi 
targets have been tempered by 
subsequent warnings that Iraq 
still has a massive military 
machine to be conquered. 

"... We’ll stick with it until the 
job’s done,” Cheney said Mon- 
day. “It could, conceivably, be 
weeks. It could, conceivably be 
months.” . . 

Bush said Friday that be was 
concerned that “a mood of 
euphoria” might raise unreason- 
able expectations. “We must be 
realistic,” he said . “There wfll be 
losses. There will be obstacles 
along die way- And war is never 
cheap or easy.” 

Bush had said in advance that if 
there was war, it would not be 
another Vietnam, where involve- 
ment and escalation came gra- 


dually, operations were some- 
times restricted by policy and the 
conflict dragged on for a divisive 
decade, 

Schwarzkopf said he was grate- 
ful that in the Gulf, the president 
and the Defence Department 
“are allowing the commanders in 
the field to conduct this war...” 

“Obviously, we brief them on 
what we’re doing.” the general 
said in one of his Sunday TV 
interviews. “Obviously, if they 
thought we wen: doing something 
dumb, they’d tell us- about it and 
we’d change it." 

The message of modulated 
optimism also needs one of the 
lessons of Vietnam. 

In 1964 and 1965 as American 
combat involvement began, the 
Johnson administration said it 
would all be done quickly. Later, 
there was talk of light at the end 
of the tunnel, even as the war 
escalated. Those forecasts of a 
swift end to what became Amer- 
ica’s longest war were a factor in 
the unravelling of support at 
home. 

Pressed for a swift end to the 
war, with opposition surging. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson re- 


nounced candidacy for reelection 
in 1968. 

“Our American people.” John- 
.son said m late 1967, “when we 
set in a contest of any kind, 
whether it is in a war, an election, 
a football game or whatever it is, 
want it decided and decided 
quickly — get in and get out.” 

Bush, who sometimes relaxes 
by playing high-speed golf, shows 
that trait himself. But beyond / 
saying that the Gulf war won’t be 9 
allowed to drag on as Vietn am 
did, he has advoided timetables 
for victory. 

Bush said professional football 
should go ahead with Sunday’s 
championship games, and he 
spent part of his afternoon watch- 
ing them on television. 

J 1 * president’s spokesman 
said the war was no reason for 
other activities to come to a 
standstill. 

“We said at the outset that it 
could well take a long time,” . 
Cheney said He wasn’t venturing 4 

n * how long - Nor was - 
Schwar 2 k 0 pf ? who, asked how .! 
long the war might last, replied: 

I have no idea.” 


Gulf war dashes early hopes for 
British hostages in Lebanon 


LONDON (R) — Friends and 
relatives of three British hostages 
held in Lebanon fear the Gulf 
war may keep cell doors firmly 
shut just as they seemed about to 
open. 

While the Gulf crisis brought a 
thaw in relations between Bri tain 
and Arab states with influence 
over Lebanese kidnappers, the 
outbreak of war is seen as a cruel 
setback. 

“Count on 10 more years for 
Terry Waite if there’s a war in the 
Gulf," warned Lebanese Druze 
leader WaJid Junblatt before 
Western and Arab forces led by 
the United States began the war 
against Iraq. 

“Mr. Waite, Archbishop of ‘ 
Canterbury Robert Runcie’s 
personal envoy, was kidnapped 
during a mission to Beirut to free 
Western hostages, be entered his 
fifth year in captivity on Sunday 
with his own chances of release at 
their lowest ebb for many 
months. 

Mr. Waite and the other hos- 


tages — journalist John McCar- 
thy and former British fighter 
pilot Jackie Mann — are thought 
to be held by factions in the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of 
God). 

Irish hostage Brian Keenan 
brought news of Mr. McCarthy 
and Mr. Waite when he was freed 
.last August after 52 months in 
captivity in Beirut. Mr. Keenan 
said be bad seen Mr. McCarthy 
and thought Mr. Waite was held 
in the same building, but the fate 
of 76-year-old Mann is unknown. 

"This is a very depressing time. 
We knew that if they didn't come 
out before tbe war started it 
would be a very long siege,” said 
Catherine Comerford of the 
Friends of John McCarthy, which 
campaigns for government action 
to help tbe hostages. 

“John does seem a long way 
from our grasp now.” 

The kidnappers will be wary of 
sending tbe wrong signal to the 
West while Western forces are in 
combat with an Arab state, the 


group says. 

On ^ the anniversary of Mr. 
Waite’s kidnapping Britain re^ 
newed its appeal for Iran and 
Syria to do all they can to help the 
hostages, but officials fear the 
war, with the possibility of Israeli 
involvement, may delay their re- 
lease. 

Mr. McCarthy, seized on his 
way to Beirut airport at the end 
of an assignment, has been held 
for nearly five years and bis 
friends have grown used to false 
alarms about hi» release. 

But the return of Mir. Keenan 
fest year, followed by Britain’s 
decision to restore diplomatic 
finks with Iran and Syria, which 
have great influence In Lebanon, 
fuelled new optimism over pros^ 
pects for Mr. McCarthy and tbe 
other two British hostages. 

Mr. Runde said last month he 
thought Mr. Waite might soon be 
free. 

“I remain hopeful and indeed 
much more hopeful this year than 
in any of the years since he has 


gone,” Mr. Runcie 
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Oil wells 

(Continued from page 1) 

catastrophe that could result. 

Iraq had previously 
threatened to ignite Kuwaiti oil 
wells if the U.S.-led »ni»n«p- 
launched an offensive against 
Iraq. 

Officials of the Kuwaiti 
gpvenunent-in-exfle in the Saudi 
mountain city of Taif said the 
deposed leaders were mw-ting 
and unavailable for comment. 

Oil industry executives in 
touch with their Kuwaiti coun- 
terparts said that storage tank* 
at Shuaiba and Mina Abdullah 
were also ablaze. 

Shuaiba and Mina Abdallah 
are about 80 kilometres north of 
Khafji. 

The ofl executives were said 
that the Kuwaitis believe the 
Iraqis set the installations ablaze 
because they are very dose to 
the front lines, and the Iraqis 
were apparently anticipate a 
ground onslaught by the allied 
forces. 

. The tanks that were ablaze 
were oil product tanks, said one 
source. 

Iraq was widely reported to 
have mined oilfields in Kuwait 
following the allied military buil- 
dup after its Aug. 2 invasion of 
the emirate. 

In the ran op to the crisis, Iraq 
accused Kuwait of stabbin g it in 
the back by boosting production 
and driving down prices. 

No oil from Iraq and Kuwait 
has readied world markets since 
the United Nations imposed 
sanctions against Baghdad short- 
ly after the invasion. 

The oil reserves buried under- 
the sands of Kuwait are the third 
largest in the world after Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq and conld last 
180 years. 

Oil industry sources doubted 
if there would be a major fire 
because AJ Wafra is a small, 
low-pressure field which pro- 
duced 100,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

Kuwait's overall ofl output at 
the time of the invasion was 1.5 
million bpd. 

Oil was first found in Kuwait 
in the Burgan field, about 40 
kilometres south of Kuwait City, 
in 1938. The emirate has proven 
reserves of 94.5 billion barrels, 
compared with 255 billion for 
Saudi Arabia and 100 billion for 
Iraq. 

TTie main oilfields lie in the 
south and offshore in the waters 
of the -northern "Gulf. The “ 
RtavcUn field which .Iraq had 
claimed aTife'xyfogfoefbre ur&d- ' 
mg Kuwait, blunder the ndrtb-^ 
era border of the emirate. 

Civilians 

(Continued from page 1) 
their aggression in the most hor- 
rendous crime known so for in 
both ancient and contemporary 
history," Radio Baghdad said. 

It quoted a statement by the 
National Assembly as saying 
Iraq was a firm believer in 
peace. 

It accused the allies of violat- 
ing international law, the UJ4. 
charter and human rights 
accords under the pretext of 
international legitimacy and the 
umbrella of the Security Coun- 
cil, which it said had become a 
fool of American policy. 

The assembly statement refer- 
red to President Saddam Hus- 
sein for the first time as “Habib 
Allah and Habib Rasoul Allah," 
the loved one of God and the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

The statement described U.S. 
President George Bush as “the 
enemy of man and humanity, the 


murderer of children and the 
Ihief of good and justice.” 

Iraq said earlier that U.S. 
pilots damaged the national 
mosuem during an air raid on 
Baghdad Tuesday, injuring a 
number of archaeologists and 
other specialists. It said a baby 
milk factory was hit in the capital 
Monday. 

The United States and Britain 
have given the’ U.N. Security 
Council complaints about Iraq's 
treatment of allied prisoners of war 
(PoWs) and other “war crimes,” 
diplomats said Tuesday. 

Iraq’s media have said the 
prisoners will be moved to 
strategic sites for use as human 
shields to avert allied bombin g 
attacks. 

President George Bnsh ex- 
pressed fury at the Iraqi broad- 
cast of captured pilots. He 
vowed: “This is not going to 
make a difference in the pro- 
secution of the war.” 

White House spokesman 
Madia Frtzwater said Tuesday* 
it was “for too early” to talk 
about compiling a list of “war 
crimes’’ charges against Presi- 
dent Saddam over the treate- 
ment of war prisoners. 

Mr. Williams told CNN Tues- 
day “we have no way of know- 
ing” if allied prisoners are being 
mistreated in Iraq. 

Tbe U.S. government bas de- 
manded the International Red 
Cross be allowed to see the 
prisoners. 

Washington has formally noti- 
fied Baghdad that it is holding 23 
Iraqi prisonere, but Iraq has not 
given Washington any formal 
notification. 

Turkey 

(Continued from page 1) 

“Their viewpoints were iden- 
tical on the fact that tbe opening 
of this front was regarded as a 
dangerous escalation of the war 
and a wanting that we were on 
tiie threshold of a third world 
war,” JANA said. 

“They stressed that the Tur- 
kish front should be closed forth- 
with.” 

• Renter photographer Fatih 
Sari bas said 31 combat aircraft, 
fight refuclHng tankers and one 
AWACS (airborne warning and 
control system) plane landed at 
Inciriik base at 1 JO a.m. after a 
three-hour overnight mission. 

U.S. base spokesmen will not 
comment on the waves of planes 
flying sorties from Inciriik. Their 
targets are believed to indude 
-m^3e*-lfiffiiehers7-airfie]ds - and - - 
ocher installations in northern 
T3riK£ iya ' 

. .Iraq hasjso factorned ajDliSB^ - 
eye to Turkey’s decision to let 
Washington nse joint U.S.- 
Tn r Irish bases and Ankara Has 
tried to keep news on the raids 
out of the headlines. 

Asked if Turkey-based U.S. 
planes had bombed Iraq, Prime 
Minister Yildirim Akbulut told 
reporter late Monday: “The In-, 
drifle air base has been used for 
military purposes." 

He refused to give details. 
Turkish security men have been 
trying to bar reporters from the 
Inciriik base perimeter. 

“Iraq is not taking cognizance 
of the American raids becans it 
wants to avoid attacking Tur- 
key,” Seyfi Tashan, head of the 
Ankara-based Foreign Policy In- 
stitute, told Reuters. 

“The Turkish government is 
keeping quiet because it does 
not want to rub the use of the 
bases, which everybody knows 
about, in Iraq faces. It's a di- 
plomatic game,” he said. 

ban bas sent veiled warnings 
to Turkey. Alireza Moayeri, an 
adviser to President Ali Akbar 


Hasbemi Rafsanjani, came to 
Ankara Monday asking Turkey 
to distance itself from tbe con- 
flict. 

Turkey has repeatedly said it 
wants to maintain Iraq's territo- 
rial integrity and has no desire to 
eater the war. 

However, diplomats say Ank- 
ara might feel compelled to in- 
tervene if Syria or Iran tried to 
capture slices of northern Iraq or 
if Kurds tried to set op an 
independent state there. 

German Defence Minister 
Gerhard Stoltenberg said Mon- 
day an Iraqi attack on Turkey 
would be grounds for the NATO 
alliance, including Bonn, to go 
to Turkey's aid. 

He did not say whether Bonn 
would send troops if the Gulf 
war spreads to Turkey. Most 
Germans oppose direct involve- 
ment in the conflict and tbe issue 
is hotly debated by Bonn politi- 
cians. ■ 

Armitage 

(Continued from page 1) 

""Helena Cobban, agrees with 
the official that a specialist on 
Middle Hast and Palestinian 
affairs, restrain was in Israel's 
own best interest. “The Israelis 
are always very savy about max- 
imising their bargaining posi- 
tion,*' she told the Jordan 
limes. “They are making a big 
deal about how they have done 
this in response to U.S. wishes,” 
she added- 

University of Chicago Profes- 
sor Rashid Khalidi said Israel 
was sure to get even more influ- 
ence over the administration’s 
Middle East policy from now on. 
“There is less of a chance for an 
equitable solution” to tbe 
Palestinian problem,” be said. 

Even with Egyptian and sandi 
involvement in the US-led coali- 
tion, the prospects of a settle- 
ment look grim to Khalidi. “They 
(Egypt and Saudi Arabia) have 
become even more dependent 
on Washington and would not be 
in a position to sacrifice their 
bilateral relations” for the sake 
of the Palestinians, he said in a 
phone interview. 

Institute of Palestine Studies 
Director Philip Mattar warned 
that a failure to solve the Pales- 
tine question would be de- 
trimental to American interests 
in the region. “It is- in the in- 
terest of the U.S. to push Israel 
to a resolution of the confirit 
otherwise there would be in- 
creased radicatisation of the 
Palestinians and other Arabs in 
the region, an increase in relt 
.gums fundamentalists, and the^ 
occupation of Palestinians would 
continue to be a source of 
fraction'’ in the years ahead. 

He echoed the view that a 
Middle East peace settlement 
would depend on the outcome of 
the war and on whether Egypt 
and Sandi Arabia — the Arab 
partners in the U.S.-led coalition 
— would be in a position to act 
as pivotal players. 

Missed 

(Continued from page 1) 

alarm here at reports of allied 
military success in defeating 
them. 

Tbe general staff source was 
quoted as saying tbe U.S.-led 
coalition forces had used bad 
weather as an excuse to ground 
many aircraft while they revived 
their strategy. 

After the Iraqis downed five 
planes of the multinational coali- 
tion in one day, the coalition 
aircraft stayed on the ground, 
allegedly because of bad weath- 
er. 


“In fact it was grounded for a 
different reason, adjustments 
were being made in tactics,” be 
said. 

Hie general told Interfax the 
U.S. Patriot anti-missile system, 
credited with sbooting down Ira- 
qi missiles aimed at Saudi Ara- 
bia, was extremely expensive 
and inefficient, requiring up to 
five missiles for each incoming 
target. 

Interfox is an independent 
news service with good contacts 
in Soviet ministries. 

The Iraqi missiles are mod-, 
ified Soviet-made weapons, and 
many bave been reported shot 
down by the new Patriot system. 

Gorbachev 

(Continued from page 1) 

Bangladesh to protest attacks 
on Iraq. 

Under pressure from pro-Iraq 
Muslims in his own community, 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif was visiting Iran, 
Turkey, Egypt and Syria for 
meetings. 

Non-aligned nations, includ- 
ing Iran, India, Yugoslavia and 
Algeria, planned to launch a 
peace initiative, Iran's official 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported. 

At U.N. headquarters, diplo- 
mats said a Soviet peace plan 
and an Indian proposal for a 
ceasefire stood little chance of 
success because both required 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. 

Australian Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke spoke overnight by 
telephone with his counterparts 
in Britain, France and Canada 
and said afterwards that be re- 
ceived no indication Iraq would 
act to end the war quickly, Au- 
stralian Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans said Tuesday. 

The calls were aimed at 
“touching base and sharing' 
perceptions,” Mr. Evans said. 

Pakistan’s Sharif embarked on 
bis mission Tuesday saying the 
Muslim world was deeply upset 
at a war which benefitted only 
Israel. 

Mr. Sharif, speaking to repor- 
ters before leaving for Tehran, 
said tbe war could be halted only 
if Iraq pulled out of Kuwait. 

His mission was to stop hostili- 
ties and save both the Iraqi 
people and the Muslim world 
from more destruction, he told 
the indepenedent Pakistan Press 
International (PPI) news agen- 
cy. 

After Iran, Mr. Sharif plans to 
visit Turkey and may go on to 
Egypt, Syria, Jordan and poss- 
ibly Sandi Arabia. 

Tel Aviv 

(Continued from page 1) 

first two attacks, the Jewish state 
agreed to hold off on retaliation 
against Iraq. But Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy suggested Tues- 
day that Israel might have to 
respond to another attack. 

“Nobody in Israel is interested 
in being a sacrificial lamb or ... 
waiting defenceless for gas to 
choke us,” Levy said. 

Dozens of ambulances and 
police and army vehicles rushed 
to tbe residential neighbourhood 
where the missile struck Tues- 
day. It hit in a neighbourhood of 
three; and four-storey apartment 
buildings and damaged dozens 
of the structures. 

The missile struck after sirens 
sounded at 8:30 p.m. (1830 
GMT) throughout Israel warn- 
ing of a missile attack. Tbe 
all-clear signal sounded for all 
regions of the country except the 
Tel Aviv area about 20 minutes 
later and for Tel Aviv in just 
another few minutes. 


Spokesman Shai said no che- 
micals were detected. 

Iraq has threatened to fire 
chemical arms at Israel, but tbe 
two previous attacks also in- 
volved conventional warheads. 

. An Israeli cabinet minster said 
Israel would strike back and 
ensure its retaliation was effec- 
tive. 

It is not a question of whether 
Israel will retaliate but when and 
bow. I think that this policy has 
not changed in spite of tonight’s 
events,” Health Minister Ehud 
Elmoret told British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation television. 

Earlier on Tuesday, Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens said 
Israel would rettiate for Iraqi 
missile attacks and did not need 
U.S. permission to do so. 

Mr. Olxnert said Britain and 
the United States had shown 
understanding of what he called 
Israel’s “unique situation” in the 
Gulf war. 

In Dbaran, Saudi Arabia, four 
Iraqi Scud missil es were blown 
from the sky Tuesday by allied 
Patriot rockets fired from the 
major Saudi air base here, wit- 
nesses said. 

There were no reports of in- 
juries or damage. 

It was the third Scud attack on 
Saudi Arabia Tuesday. L 

A barrage of Patriots was fired 
from the base 320 kilometres 
south of Kuwait just after dark- 
ness fell. The first launch came 
before air raid sirens sounded. 

Witnesses reported hearing 
the sonic booms of eight Patriot 
launches and seeing four incom- 
ing missiles intercepted in the 
sides north of the air base. 

An all-clear signal was sound- 
ed about 20 minutes after the 
raid. 

During tbe recently stepped- 
up Iraqi missile firings. U.S. 
army Patriot batteries have typi- 
cally fired two of their missiles at 
each incoming Scud. 

The SI -million Patriots shoot 
out from the air base and con- 
verge on the Scud, causing a dull 
explosion and sending a flash of 
light through the sky. 

This is the first time that the 
Patriot have started before air 
raid sirens were blared, indicat- 
ing late detection of the incom- 
ing missiles. 

Air raid sirens also blared 
Tuesday in the southeastern 
town of Adana, near the 
strategic Inciriik air base, send- 
ing hundreds of people to a 
public shelter, witnesses said. 

Tbe all-clear siren about 30 
minutes later and there was no 
indication of an attack, or explo- 
sion, said Lsmet Imset, a repor- 
ter for the Turkish Daily News. 

The semi-official Anatolia 
news agency quoted local offi- 
cials as saying the alarm was 
raised after a warning received 
from Diyarbakir air base in the 
east. 

Inciriik has been used since 
the start of the Gulf war by U.S. 
warplanes on bombing raids 
against Iraq. The activity bas 
raised fear among residents that 
Iraq may retaliate. 

A Patriot missile was fired by 
mistake earlier Tuesday from 
Inciriik and self-destructed 
above the base, a military 
spokesman reported. 

“If attacked we will respond, 
and we bave been attaked,” Mr. 
Arens told reporters during a 
visit to pilots who can be air- 
borne 90 seconds after an alert 

Finance Minister Yitzhak 
Modai said meanwhile Israel 
would ask for at least $13 billion 
in extra U.S. aid over five years 
but denied tbe request was link- 
ed to Israeli restraint in the Gulf 
war. 

Mr. Modai said he did not 


make any specific aid requests 
during a meeting with visiting 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger, but he 
was optimistic Washington 
would help. 

- Israel currently receives S3 bil- 
lion a year in U.S. economic and 
military aid. 

Israel would ask for at least S3 
billion to meet the cost of tbe 
Gulf war in extra military spend- 
ing, damage from Iraqi missile 
attacks and losses to the eco- 
nomy, Modai told reporters. 
These costs would mount as t^e 
war went on. 

It would also seek a five-year 
$10-billion U.S. aid package of 
grants and loan and investment 
guarantees to help pay for an 
influx of Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants. 

Israel would need $20 billion 
in foreign funds to absorb the 
one milli on Soviet Jews expected 
to arrive by the end of 1992, Mr. 
Modai said. 

“If the United States can give 
us the first half — and I say not 
in cash — but by means of a 
package, then we wfli succeed in 
raising the equivalent sum from 
other sources,” Mr. Modai 
added. 

Asked if U.S. aid depended 
on an Israeli pledge to keep out 
of the Gulf war, Mr. Modai said: 
“I can say with certainty and 
decisiveness that no such prom- 
ise was given, not concerning 
this aid or any other aid.” 

Mr. Modai said Israel had still 
not received a $400 million loan 
guarantee for immigrant housing 
which Washington promised 
long ago but delayed over poli- 
tical differences with the Jewish 
state. ^ 

Adam Garfinkel, a political 
analyst in Washington, said the 
loan guarantees and other items 
could be given by the United 
States as rewards “for doing 
something or not doing some- 
thing,” in tbe war. 

“Our actions that would be 
taken in the defence of Israel are 
really not contingent on receiv- 
ing permission from anybody,” 
Mr. Arens said. 

His comments followed a 
statement here Monday by Mr. 
Eagleburger that Washington 
never questioned Israel’s right to 
respond to Iraqi missil e attacks. 

But he praised Israel for bold- 
ing back and not retaliating for 
at least 11 Scud missiles that hit 
Israel last Friday and Saturday, 
injuring 28 people. 

Mr. Arens and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir later met Mr. 
Eagleburger and discussed the 
threat of further Iraqi attacks 
and Israel’s economic and secur- 
ity problems stemming from the 
Gulf war. Mr. Shamir’s spokes- 
man Avi Pazner siad. 

In his comments, Mr. Modai 
gave a breakdown of estimated 
direct and indirect costs since the 
start of tbe war, totalling $2.96 
billion; 

— $400 million in direct milit- 
ary expenses: 

— $80 million in damage from 
the missiles attacks. 

— $1 billion in lost output 
from a four-day shutdown of 
Israel’s economy at the start of 
the war; 

— $1 billion in lost tourism 
revenues and greater energy 
costs; 

— $180 million in extra insur- 
ance costs: 

— $100 million in lost income 
from air and sea transport ser- 
vices; 

— $250 million in lost export 
orders. 

Mr. Modai did not elaborate 
on these figures, which appeared 
for higher than any previously 
published estimates. 


Bahrain: Outer ring of 
the bull’s eye in Gulf 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Linked by 
bridge to Saudi Arabia one of 
Hussein's favourite targets, this 
'tiny nation is forced to react to a 
war waged in other countries, 
yet dose to home. 

When Iraq unleashed Send 
missiles during tbe night, sirens 
wailed in Bahrain, street lights 
blinked off, motorists sped 
borne. Government raido urged 
people to remain calm, stay in- 
doors. 

But the missiles went elswbere 
— to Saudi Arabia, a short drive 
over a causeway. 

“These Scud missiles are terr- 
ibly inaccurate,” said a military 
offidal m Bahrain who asked Dot 
to be identified. “We have to 
alert people about wbat’s going* 
on. We have to take precau- 
tions." 

Five missiles were fired at the 
Saudi port city of Dhahran, just 
32 kilometres from Bahrain and 
she of a major U.S. military 
installation. Four were knocked 
out by U.S. Patriot anti-missile 
rockets. U.S. officials said. 

Tbe other fell into the waters 
off Dbahran, dose enough for 
residents to hear and see the 
blast. 

American Shannon O'Grady, 
a Bahrain resident, said she 
“beard a popping noise” looked 
oat her window and saw two 
flashes of light on tbe night sky. 

It was the second such attack 
on Dhahran. On Friday, another 
Sued was intercepted by anti- 
missile rockets. 


In each case, Bahrain was 
placed in an official state of 
alert. 

“We are on alert status, in- 
dicating possible imminent dan- 
ger.” government radio warned 
repeatedly as Scads headed 
south. 

Tbe emirate — 690 square 
kilometres — is 490 kilometres 
from Iraq. 

It is a member of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council, a group of 
six Arab states allied with the 
U.S.-led forces fighting Iraq. 

U.S. embassy officials this 
week distributed gas masks to 
Americans living in Bahrain as a 
precaution if Iraq begins using 
missiles equipped with chemical 

warheads. 

On Sunday, a U.S. military 
DC-9 arrived to take Americans 
who wanted to leave to an air 
base in Italy. An estimated 600 
of the 1,500 American residents 
remained. 

Recently, a mine washed op 
on shore of Bahrain’s Muharraq 
island. 

Investcorp., a Bahrain-based 
investment company that owns 
Saks Fifth Avenue, transferred 
its assets to Luxembourg in anti- 
cipation of the hostilities that 
broke out Thursday. 

The Arab Ban long Corpora- 
tion, the biggest bank in the 
Arab World, said last Monday it 
was transferring management of 
its accounts from Bahrain to 
London. 


Philippines holds 
Iraqi envoy’s sons 


MANILA (R) — Philippine au- 
thorities said on Tuesday they 
had detained two sons of an 
Iraqi diplomat after seizing a 
chemical from their home 
allegedly used in making bombs. 
The Iraqi embassy said they 
were innocent 

Police questioned Husham 
Abdul Sattar, 26, and his 
brother Hisham. 25, on suspi- 
cion of involvement in last Satur- 
day’s attempted bomb attack on 
a U.S. government library in 
Manila. The two denied any 
involvement. 

Tbe brothers, students in 
Manila, are sons -of Iraq's 
ambassador to Somalia, Hikmad 
Abdul Sattar. 

The government Moaday 
ordered the expulsion of Iraqi 
embassy First Secretary Muwa- 
fak A1 Ani after intelligence 
agents said he personally super- 
vised the failed bomb attack on 
the Thomas Jefferson Library. 

An Iraqi embassy official, 
Kassim Salem Mohammad, said 
Tuesday Mr. Ani and the Abdul 
Sattar brothers were innocent 
and challenged the Philippine 
government to produce evidence 
against them. 

“We challenge them if they 
can give evidence but there is no 
evidence,” Mr. Mohammad said 
in a telephone interview. 

Foreign Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus said the evidence did not 
link anyone higher than Mr. Ani 
to tbe bombing incident. 

“The government cannot 
tolerate Iraqis or anyone for that 
matter bringing their quarrels to 
our sofl,” he told reporters. 

An Iraqi, Ahmad Ahmad, was 
killed and another, Abdnl 
Kadhim Saad, wounded when 
the bomb which police said they 


were trying to plant near the 
U.S- library exploded pre- 
maturely. 

Intelligence gathered after the 
blast showed the car used in the 
attack belonged to Mr. Ani, who 
was allegedly inside the vehicle, 
an immigration commission 
spokeswoman said. 

An embassy official said Mr. 
Ani was at the embassy at the 
time of the blast. 

President Corazon Aquino 
stressed Tuesday the expulsion 
of Ani would not affect Manila’s 
ties with Baghdad. 

“This is directed at his (Mr. 
Ani’s) person, not at bis govern- 
ment or his country,” Mrs. 
Aquino said at a news' confer- 
ence. 

Mrs. Aquino, speaking earlier 
ax a military ceremony installing 
Marine General Rodolfo Blazon 
as new armed forces chief, told 
the nation to prepare for the 
worst from the Gulf crisis. 

“We wonder what the spread 
of the war may do. We pray it 
does not happen and hope for a 
swift and merciful end to the war 
in tbe Gulf. But to hope for the 
better we must prepare for tbe 
worst,” Mrs. Aquino said. 

About 400 leftist protesters 
marched to the presidential 
palace on Tuesday and de- 
nounced Aquino’s support for 
the United States in the Gulf 
war. 

More than 2,000 students and 
teachers later lit white candles 
and placed them along the main 
street of the Makati financial 
district during a peace demon- 
stration. 

The students in school uni- 
form knelt beside tbe candles 
and prayed for an end to tbe 
Gulf war. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 

In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 

Ahlryyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-330 

p.m . 

6 : 30 -Mktnigbt 

Tel. $38968 



G 
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* CROWN | 
I INT’L EST. I 

■ packing, shipping. I 
s forwarding, storage . E 

■ clearing, door-to-door g 

■ service ■ 



0TA EASTERN 


PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING. 
AJR & SEA FREIGHT. 


TEL: 621 775 FAX : 656 270 | 
TLX : 23 023 POB:81540S_ 

AMMAN JORDAN 1 
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' CHEN'S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barhequefdr 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. y 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


Budget 

rentacar*^ 


Room & Wheels 
$145 all inclusive 

Tel.: 698131 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executhm Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Dally 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11,30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Ibnnids 3rd circle 


TeL 659519 659520 



£ 

f 4 Rent lr Sale 

Im Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and} 
sate - furnished or unfur-l 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 1 
available for sate. 

For further details, please] 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


|Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 


Jr 




£ 

LOBBY LOUNGE 


The Regency Palace Hold 



baTlypiano 

ENTERTAINMENT 




* 




RENT 

Sandi Real Estate 


00 


ADD 




Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in i 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAIIOTEL 

lJj£<jl|la 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602*34 
Telex 238B8DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 




Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
-crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Services 
Develop your colour film at 
cor shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sixm 30% largmr 

• Frmm muimrpm- 

mmnt 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Cpp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Stvefieh td: 823893 
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Graf, Sabattni bow out 

Novotna, Sanchez- Vicario, Seles and 
Fernandez reach Australian Open semis 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
.4— The last link is severed. An 
era is gone. 

Steffi Graf, once unbeatable 
and seemingly prepared to stay 
that way for a long is just 
another quarterfinal loser on a 
Grand Slam court she once cal- 
led her owr. 

Grafs final tie to her dominat- 
ing reign of women’s tennis was 
cut at the Australian Open Tues- 
day by a fast-talking Czechoslo- 
vak with a revitalised game 
‘straight out of Prague by way of 
Aspen and Sanctuary Cove. 

. Jana Novotna, struggling to 

- Ceach the top 10, glued herself to 
the net and pressured the 
World’s top-ranked but fading 
Women’s player into mistak e af- 
ter mistake in a 5-7, 6-4, 8-6 
victory. 

It wiped out the final traces of 
Grafs Grand Slam kingdom. 

. The Australian — which she 
Gist won for the first of three 
Straight times in 1988 to start her 
"golden Slam” of the four ma- 
. jors plus the Olympic gold medal 

— was the last of her titles to 

- fall. The loss was the first she 

- had suffered in 26 matches at the 
4-year-old National Tennis Cen- 
tre. 

Novotna beat Graf for the first 
time in 10 career meetings and 
leached a Grand Slam semi for 
only the second time. She said 
she just .followed the advice of 
Hana Mandlikova, the former 
U.S. and Australian Open 
■ Champion who is now her coach 
Out of Australia’s Sanctuary 
Cove resort. 

“She taught me to play the 
tight shots at the right time,” 
Novotna said. ‘That sounds sim- 
ple, it sounds like no big thing. 

. nut that's what I did today." 

In the se mifinals Thursday, 
Novotna- will play sixth-seeded 
Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario of 
Spain, who beat Gabriela Saba- 
uni, the fourth-seeded U.S. 
Open champion, 6-1, 6-3. 

Sabatim has been engaged in a 
(programme to turn ber baseline 
game into a powerful all-court 
attack, but Sanchez was the 
aggressor Tuesday. 

The 1989 French Open cham- 
Ipion charged the net and attack- 
ed constantly, breaking Saba-' 
fe's serve seven of eight times.- 
Sanchez- Vicario won it on beP 
Gist match point, a netted back- 
hand return, and leaped into the 
far in victory. 

Graf, who failed to reach die 
quarterfinals of a Grand Sam 
tournament for the first time 
since the 1986 French Open, said 
she felt no added pressure in the 



AraDtaSandw^Vkario 

final set as her championship 
hung in the balance through a 
string of fast-paced service 
breaks. 

“Yon don't think about it at 
all during the match,” she said. 
Graf may have been the victim 
of die boxer's greatest fear — 
leaving it in the gym. 

“In the morning, I played 
unbelievable during prance," 
she said. T don't know. It just 
didn’t come during the match.” 

Novotna and others said that 
vulnerability was making Graf, 
no. 1 for a record 180 weeks, an 
increasingly easy target for the 
power-bashing up-and-comers of 
women's tennis. 

"Steffi’s not as good in those 
dose matches. I don’t know 
why,” said Monica Seles, the no. 
2 seed who rallied from 0-3 in 
the first set to beat Alike Huber 
of Germany 6-3, 6-1 and reach 
the semis against Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez of Miami. 

Fernandez, the no. 3 seed and 
numer-up to Graf here a year 
ago, beat fifth-seeded Katerina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria 6-3, 6-2. 

“I like playing here,” said 
Fernandez, Who reached her 


Ben Johnson is 
now ‘a normal guy 9 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two 
faces. Two losses. It hasn’t been 
tfae same Ben Johnson 

And Daron Council, John- 
son's first conqueror this season, 
doesn’t think the Canadian ever 
Will regain the form that made 
Irim the Olympic champ ion and 
World record-holder. 

“Now, he’s going to be 

another one of the guys a 

* 0 nnal guy,” said Council. 
“He’s going to be finishing 
second a lot. He’s not a super- 
ior anymore. 

- “It would shock me if be were 
«to break the world record again 
— legally.” 

Finishing second is what John- 
son has done in each of his two 


comeback races. Council beat 
him at SO metres in Hamilton, 
Ontario, on Jan. 11, and another 
American, Andre Cason, beat 
him at the same distance Friday 
night at Los Angeles. 

“I told my wife t hat it was sad 
to see him lose in Los Angeles,” 
Council said. “It might have 
made my win less significant, but 
it also made him seem human. 
He wasn’t normal two years 
ago.” 

Two years ago, Johnson 
appeared superhuman, especial- 
ly in finishing first in the 100- 
metre dash at the Seoul Games 
in 9.79 seconds, the fastest time 
ever run under legal weather 
conditions. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN N AH HIRSCH 

eiSOO Tritxma MwSa Samcn, Inc. 


AVOID THE THREAT 


East-West vulnerable. West 
• deals. 

NORTH 
* 8 6 

? K 10 8 5 4 
0 A 10 4 
* 10 7 4 

WEST EAST 

♦ K 9 3 ft 5 

9A9732 <7QJ6 

OQS53 v K976 

* A ft 9 6 5 3 2 

SOUTH 

ft A Q J 10 7 4 2 
C Void 
'/ J 2 
ft KQ JS 

The bidding: 

West North East South 
1 9 Pass 2 9 4 ft 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Ace of ft 
Beware of the defenders. They 
, ore constantly hatching nefarious 
schemes to try to defeat your con- 


tract. But there is no need to submit 
L meekly to the fate that seems to be 
|i your lot. Fight back. 

- When the auction got ’round to 
South, it was already at two hearts. 
Since there was no reason to want to 
look for an ! 1 -trick dub game. 
South bid the value of the hand. 


West led the ace of dubs, then 
shifted to a diamond. At most, de- 
clarer was looking at three losers 
unless the opponents were able to 

get a ruIT, and it seemed quite likely 
that West had precisely that in 
mind. 

One way to cut off a possible ruff 
would be to rise with the ace of 
diamonds and play ace of trumps 
and another. That would be fine if 
trumps were 2-2, but percentages 
favor a 3-i split. Can you counter 
that? Yes, by keeping East off lead, 
and to achieve that goal you have to 
resort to a “scissors coup." 

The correct line is not a 100 per- 
cent certainty, but as long as West 
holds the ace of hearts for the open- 
ing bid. the contract is unbeatable. 
After winning the ace of diamonds 
at the second trick, lead the king of 
hearts from dummy. If East follows 
low, discard your diamond loser. 
This loser-on-Ioser avoidance play 
prevents East from gaining the lead, 
and you can win any return and go 
about drawing trumps with no dan- 
■ger oF a dub ruff. 

What if East bolds the ace of 
hearts? Ruff, bang out the ace and 
ten of spades, and hope for the best. 


fourth career Grand Slam semi- 
final with the loss of just 17 
games in the first five rounds. 
“It’s one of my favourite places 
to play, and Pm getting better 
with every match." 

Fernandez, Seles and Novotna 
are members of the growing 
“aggression brigade" in 
women's tennis — hit the ball 
hard and finish points quickly. 
Don’t let a chance for a kill pass 
you by. 

Fernandez and Seles play out 
this scenario from the baseline, 
with sharply angled ground- 
strokes that explode. Novotna 
can play baseline, too, but she’s 
adapted her game to that old 
Martina Navratilova favourite, 
serve and volley. 

“I feel, great," said Novotna,-., 
who raised her index finger, , 
signalling no. 1, in MandfikovaV J, 
direction as foe match ended. 

“What else can I have at the 
beginning of the new year, at the 
first Grand Slam, just getting to 
the »*"ifinak and beating Steffi 
Graf." 

Against Sanchez-Vicario, 
Novotna will face a player 
known for baseline strength who 
used volleys and passing shots to 
beat Sabatim. 

"I knew I had to play my game 
and, when I bad the chance, 
pressure her," Sanchez-Vicario 
said. “I think I surprised Gab- 
riela by always pressuring her." 

The 1989 French Open cham- 
pion won the first three games in 


nine minutes at the loss of just 
two points. She didn't allow 
Saba tin! to hold serve until die 
second game of the second set 
and kept the Argentine away 
from the net with hard cross- 
court passes. 

Sabatim said she lacked confi- 
dence in her serve early in the 
matcb and never found her 
rhythm. 

“I started a little bit nervous 
and played short and too Car 
behind the baseline,” Sabatim 
said. “I don’t think she did 
anything special. I just didn’t 
have a very good day." 

Graf, normally impassive on 
court, queried several line calls, 
often pleading for justice from 
the umpire. She grumbled to 
herself throughout and after one 
poor serve in the first set she 
shouted: “That sucks." 

The tense third set went with 
serve until the 11th game when 
Graf lost her service on the 
second break point. Serving for 
the match, Novotna reverted to 
old habits by losing the game on 
a double fault but she made 
immediate amends. 

Deciding it was afl or nothing, 
she leapt at Grafs serve like 
Martina Navratilova at her best. 
She wasted four breakpoints be- 
fore finally breaking through on 
the fifth as the centre court 
crowd went into raptures. 

Graf was a beaten woman and 
Novotna woo on her first match 
point when the champion netted 
yet another simple backhand. 

Thirty minutes after Grafs 
shock defeat, it looked like 
another major upset was in the 
making when unseeded German 
Anke Huber, known as “the 
young Steffi," twice broke serve 
against Seles to take a 3-0 lead. 

Seles, affronted by the cheek 
of this new kid on the block, 
decided enough was enough, she 
won the next 10 games, allowing 
Huber to add just one more 
game to her tally in a match 
between the women’s game’s 
two loudest granters. 

At one pond Huber, at 16 one 
year Seles’s junior, took just two 
points in six games as the Yugos- 
lav thundered winners on both 
sides with her double-handed 
.grip. Sefes won ,6^3, -64. . 

I Seles' said waiting for-Grafs 
match to finish had caused her' 
slow start and she was unnerved 
by the dosing of the roof of 
centre court because of rain. 

Meanwhile, Novotna thanked 
Mandlikova for helping her de- 
velop the qualities to beat Graf. 

"For file last year, when Hana 
started working with me, she 
changed the professional attitude 
which I didn't have before. And 
it was not only on the court," 
Novotna said after her win over 
the defending champion. 

Novotna said Mandlikova 
helped her become fitter as well 
as sharpening her technique. 


NBA ROUNDUP 


By The Associated Press 
THE BOSTON Celtics have 
won in gardens, arenas, sta- 
diums and forums, but they 
stflj don't know bow to play the 
Palace. 

With Vinme Johnson and 
Joe Dunuus picking up the 
slack for injured Isiah Thomas, 
die Pistons kept the Celtics 
winless in seven trips in the 
Palace by beating Boston 101- 
90 Monday night. 

It was a battle between two 
battered teams. Boston was 
without Lany Bird for. the 
seventh straight game and also 
played without centre Robert 
Parish. Detroit was without 
Thomas; Dumars had 26 points 
despite playing with a badly 
sprained big toe, and Dennis 
Rodman, Mark Aguirre and 
Johnson were aching after the 
first of a home-and-home* 
series with Boston. 

In other NBA action, it was 
the Los Angeles Lakers 110, 
Indiana 101; Chicago 117, 
Miami 106; Sacramento 95, 
Houston 91; New York 117, 
Philadelphia 116 in overtime; 
Washington 121, Orlando 119; 
and Denver 115, Minnesota 
110 . 

Lakers 120, Facers 114 

The Lakers made it seven 
straight wins as Magic Johnson 


led the way with 27 points and 15 
assists. 

Sam Perkins, James Worthy 
and Byron Scott scored 23 points 
apiece for the Lakers. Chock 
Person Indiana with 24 points 
and 10 rebounds. 

R£k Smits gave Indiana a 74- 
63 lead in the opening seconds of 
the third period. But Johnson, 
who had 13 points in the third 
quarter, led a 20-6 run for an 
83-80 Lakers lead with 6:55 left 
in file period. 

Bulb 117, Heat 106 

Michael Jordan scored 37 
points, including 13 in fire third 
period, as Chicago beat Miami 
for tire eighth time in as many 
meetings. 

Chicago led 69-66 when Jor- 
dan hit a free throw to open an 
11-3 run that made it 80-69 with 
4:1 left in the third quarter. 
Miami got back to 80-73 with 
3:11 left in the period, but Jor- 
dan had four baskets and Craig 
Hodges two, including a 3- 
pointcr, as Chicago built a 93-79 
lead heading into the final 
period. 

.Kings 97, Rockets 94 

Antoine Carr scored six of his 
19 points in the final three mi- 
nutes as Sacramento ended a 
five-game losing streak to Hous- 
ton. 


Johnson’s two free throws 
with 2:45 left tied it at 87. Can- 
made two free throws 74 seconds 
later to put fire Kings on top for 
good. Travis Mays, who had 23 
points, hit a jumper and Lionel 
Simmons added two 10-foot 
jumpers, giving the Kings a 95- 
91 lead with 42 seconds remain- 
ing. 

Kenny Smith and Otis Thorpe 
had 26 points each and Buck 
Johnson added 18 for the Rock- 
ets, who lost their fourth straight 
road game. 

Knicks 117, 76ers 116 OT 

■ New York took advantage of 
six technical fouls against Phi- 
ladelphia and Patrick Ewing had 
37 points, 16 rebounds and six 
.blocked shots. 

Ewing, guarded by five diffe- 
rent players during the game, 
scored six points in overtime. He 
tied the score at 111-111 with 
2:56 left in the extra period, then 
gave the Knicks the lead for 
good with a basket 33 seconds 
later. 

Two free throws with nine 
seconds left by Charles Oakley, 
.who had 20 points and 16 re- 
bounds, gave the Knicks a 117- 
113 edge. 

Heisey Hawkins, whose 35 
points matched the career-high 
he had Saturday night in a 112- 
97 loss to fire Kmcks in Phi- 
ladelphia, got his final point on a 


free throw with 1.5 seconds left. 
He missed his second attempt 
and Dave Hoppeu tipped the 
ball in to cap the scoring. 

Bullets 121, Magic 119 

Washington handed Orlando- 
its fourth consecutive loss when 
Darrell Walker hit a jumper 
from the comer with 1.4 seconds 
remaining. 

Walker’s game-winning shot 
completed his third triple-double 
of the season and enabled the 
Ballets to stretch their home 
winning streak to five games. 
Walker had 10 points, IS re- 
bounds and 13 assists. 

Scott Stales’ two free throws 
with 19.4 seconds remaining tied 
the score 119-119. Dennis Scott’s 
3-pointer at the buzzer bounced 
off the rim for the magic. 

Nuggets 115, Timberwolves 
110 

Denver snapped Minnesota’s 
three-game winning streak and 
defeated the Timeberwolves for 
the seventh consecutive time be- 
hind Michael Adam’s 24 points, 
including six free throws in the 
final 19 seconds. 

Reserves keyed a second- 
quarter rally for the Nuggets, 
scoring 16 points during a 19-2 
run that wiped out all but one 
point of a 18-30 deficit. 




Equaliser keeps Crystal 
Palace in F. A. Cup 


LONDON (R) — A goal by 
striker John Salako in the last 
minute of extra time earned 
Crystal Palace a 2-2 draw with 
Nottingham Forest in their F.A. 
Cup third round replay. 

Palace, losing finalis ts last 
season, had looked to be heading 
out of the competition when 
England defender Stuart Pearce 
put the home side 2-1 ahead in 
the 97th minute. 

But Palace, who made a habit 
of coming back from the dead 
during last season's campaign,, 
never gave up and Salako's re- 
markable 120th minute shot en- 
sured another replay Thursday. 

The Palace striker curled the 
ball into an open goal from 45 
metres after picking up a back- 


pass from a Forest defender. 
Goalkeeper Mark Crossley had 
come raring out to dear fire ball 
but Salako reached it first. 

The teams had been flocked 
at 1-1 after 90 minutes. Palace 
taking the lead in the 53rd mi- 
nute through Ian Wright and- 
Terry Wilson grabbing Forest’s 
equaliser 17 minutes from time. 

In another third round replay, 
Swindon's Steve White scored 
two minutes from time to give 
tfae second division dub a 1-0 
victory over third division 
Leyton Orient. They now play 
Norwich. 

Orient defender Adrian Whit- 
bread was taken to hospital after 
swallowing his tongue during the 
tie at Swindon. 


Girardelli slashes to victory in 
World Skiing Championships 


SAALBACH HINTER- 
GLEMM, Austria 
(AP) — Marc GirardelH, whose 
skiing career nearly ended in a 
severe fall 13 months ago, 
slashed to victory in the men’s 
slalom as the World Cham- 
pionships opened Tuesday. 

Girardelli, an Austrian native 
who now skis for Luxembourg, 
defeated Austrian Thomas Stan- 
gassinger by more than a half 
second for the biggest victory of 
his career. 

The 27-year-old Girardelli, 
favoured to win medals in ail five 
men’s events during the two- 


week championships, said the 
slalom victory gave him a feeling 
of relief as well as triumph. 

‘Tt was a great start for me. 
This victory has taken most of 
the pressure off me,” he said, 
already looking ahead to 
Wednesday's super-giant slalom. 

Girardelli finished the two 
guns of the slalom in 1 minute, 
5538 seconds, posting the best 
time on fire first run and fire 
third-best showing on the second 
run. 

Stangassinger finished in 
1:55.96 to edge Norway’s Gle 
Christian Fnruseth by four- 
hundredths of a second. 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



Andy Capp 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“The doctor used a tongue depressor 
on me today. Now my tongue feels 
very depressed.” 


tt" 5» 


jisrsjaiBiLii 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. ' ' 

CEHEN 


nnr 

k: 

■■ 

m. 

OVEBA • 


IT 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
■ 9 by Hanri Arnold and Bob Lae 


UMLOVE 


□ 

n in 






PATELA 



r ■> 

Li 




WHAT SHE SAIP 
TO HER B0YFRIEN/C7. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer you “ CXXXl ” t: IIX1XJ 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I JurnWfls: CHIDE ABYSS FICKLE PAUPER 
| Answer He didn't believe In being superstitious 

because he thought It might bring him this— 
BAD LUCK 


THE Daily Crossword 


by George Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Tam 

■ 

A 

A 

■ 


5 Sharif 
9 Leave quickly 

14 Ptsrold 

15 Fairway cry 

16 Fragrance 

17 1951 Derby 
winner 

14 





17 

! 



a 

ZD 

J 

-J 


ai 


J 

a 

□ 

19 Sports 

20 Timetable 

a 

a 



i 

abbr. 

21 "For — Jolly 
good—” 

n 




Hi 

17 





23 Raymond Burr 

« 




€2 

TV series 
26 Ceases 


<5 


27 Moslem 
ascetic 

al 

Ml 

a 


1 

29 Exit 

31 Pedro's pals 
33 Swelling 





84 

89 





37 Ask advice 

« 





39 Treachery 
41 Work unit 







44 Propelled 

45 Blanch 

47 Nautical 
command 

48 Example 
51 Container 
53 Ebb 

55 Printing 
direction 

56 Diamonds 

59 Wear away 

60 1962 Derby 
winner 

62 Temptress 

63 Slave Scott 

64 Chills and 
fever 

65 Vatic! rtators 

66 Being 

67 Tall grass 


DOWN 

1 Tatting 

2 Many 

3 1966 Darby 
winner 

4 Coastal bird 

5 Frequently 

6 Dessert 


** i«j inuune MBCia 3a 
All Rights RsnnM 

7 Charge 

8 Ump’s kin 

9 Epic tale 

10 Wooden boxes 

11 Numeral or 
candle 

12 Improve 

13 Sail supports 
IB Exhaustive 
22 Required 

24 18-wheelera 

25 Decrease 

27 Confront 

28 Cupid 
30 Notched 
32 Floodgate 

34 1972 Derby 
winner 

35 Summer 
drinks 

38 Pear — 

38 Goodbye 
40 V 

43 Repairmen 

45 Yard tool 

46 Family circle 
members 



Yestenfar’a Pnzzle Solved: 


nranrn nnnnn 
rannnn 

nnn f!fi99 nnpinnran 
___„npinn nnnn 

nnnrr non 
nnran 


46 Salad 
wsoetabie 

49 Nest 

50 Twenty 

52 Playground 
Item 


54 Studies 

57 Mystery item 

58 Watched 

60 Presidential 
monogram 

61 Attention 
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Asia travel industry 
hit Hard by Gulf war 




BANGKOK. (AP) — The Gulf 
war has hit Asia’s travel industry 
hard. 

Hotels and travel agents say 
hundreds of tourists and 
businessmen have been cancell- 
ing reservations daily. 

Asians as well as Europeans 
and Americans have d ec ided to 
stay home because of the war 
and the risk of terrorism abroad, 
tourism industry officials said. 

In Bangkok, airline offices 
have been guarded by armed 
police since Saturday after West- 
ern embassies announced they 
had credible reports of posable 
terrorist attacks. 

Saturday a bomb exploded 
near a U.S.-run library in Man- 
ila, and Friday a bomb was 
discovered at the residence of 
the U.S. ambassador to Indone- 
sia. 

The war is emptying hotel 
rooms across the continent. 

An official of the 884-room 
hotel Okura Hotel in Tokyo said 
600 room reservations for Janu- 
ary and February were cancelled 
Thursday, when the war broke 
out; and another 700 Friday. 
Usually, only about 30 rooms 
are cancelled daily, said the offi- 
cial, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

In Thailand, where tourism is 


a top foreign exchange earner 
and has substantially boosted the 
country’s spectacular economic 
growth in recent years, many 
hotels reported numerous can- 
cellations. 

Piarattaaa Rithdee, assistant 
reservations manager at the five- 
star Dusit Thai Hotel, said it had 
had some 100 cancellations daily 
since Friday, mostly from 


In Seoul, the five-star Western 
Chosun and Hotel Lotte said 
occupancy was low. 

In Taipei, both the Hilton 
International and Lai Lai Sher- 
aton Hotel reported slight drops 
in occupancy rates after some 
foreigners cancelled reserva- 
tions. 

The city’s Grand Hyatt Hotel 
said it anticipated a decrease in 
occupancy if the war was leng- 
thy. A leading travel agency said 
10 per cent of its foreign tourists 
had cancelled trips in the past 
four days, indudiag more than 
- 300 Japanese. 

The Hotel Conrad in Hong 
Kong said its occupancy rate had 
fallen by as much as 20 per cent 
after the postponement or can- 
cellation of U.S. corporate 
bookings. 

In the Philippines, where tour- 
ism has already suffered badly 
from domestic unrest, many can- 


cellations were also reported. 
Occupancy rates in five-star 
hotels had fallen below SO per 
cent, said Nora Saba, spokes- 
woman of die Manila Garden 
Hotel. 

Major Japanese firms had can- 
celled bookings for their execu- 
tives, she said. 

Singapore travel agents re- 
ported cancellations worth at 
least $5.7 million after Singapo- 
reans postponed or scrubbed 
trips abroad, die Business Times 
reported. 

Airline offices in the city re- 
ports about 10 per cent cancella- 
tions and some travel agents said 
business was 20 per cent to 30 
per cent down. 

However, most major hotels 
in Singapore said they were 
doing well. 

Some officials saw a good 
ride. 

Malaysia’s tourism minister, 
Sabbaruddm Chik, said be ex- 
pected more Japanese and East 
Asian tourists would vacation in 
Malaysia instead of the West, 
where there was the threat of 
terrorism. 

A tour operator. Darnel C.Y. 
Yong, said some Japanese tour- 
ists were cancelling bookings to 
Europe and instead going to 
Asian des tinatio ns. 


Group of Seven agree to keep 
markets stable in Gulf war 


NEW YORK (R) — The slug- 
gish world economy should pick 
up later this year as long as the 
Gulf war does not send financial 
markets into chaos and inflation 
stays in check, the leading in- 
dustrial nations said Monday. 

The optimistic outlook for the 
world economy — at a time of 
Middle East war and a U.S. 
recession — came after the 
Group of Seven (G-7) industrial 


nations wrapped up a two-day 
meeting on international econo- 
mic and financial issues. 

“Expansion of .the world eco- 
nomy continues, and the pace of 
activity could be expected to 
pick up later this year/’ the G-7 
said in a communique. 

Growth remains particularly 
strong in' Germany and Japan, 
•they said, despite the inflati on 
fears and blow to confidence 


mffirtwl by the Gulf crisis. 

But finance ministers and cen- 
tral bank governors from the 
seven top industrial nations — 
the United States, Germany, 
Japan, Britain, France, Canada 
and Italy — acknowldedged that 
the rosy scenario could prove 
wrong if the war triggers higher 
oil prices and jitters in financial 
markets. 


(Gulf shipping risk 
reportedly diminished 


BAHRAIN (R) — The United 
States navy Tuesday told drippers 
the overall risk in Gulf waters 
diminished since' the outbreafepf.' 
war with Iraq. yS * 

In an advisoty to the commer- 
cial maritime industry die U.S. 
navy maritime liaison office in 
Bahrain said mines had been 
righted and destroyed in the 
northern Gulf and that dripping 
should proceed in some Gulf 
areas in daylight and with cau- 
tion. 

However, the risk of mines in 
the western and southern Gulf 
was minimal, the navy said. 

On Jan. 19 the U.S. navy 
warned merchant ships they en- 
tered the Gulf at their own risk 
after confirmed sightings of mines 
off Bahrain and reported sight- 
ings further south. 

In Tuesday's statement the 
navy said, “no attacks on allied 
naval or merchant shipping have 
occurred nor are any expected.” 

, It said Iraq was known to have 
sown mines off Kuwait, some of 
which had broken free of their 
moorings. Most had been righted 
north of latitude 27.30 North 
(about 90 nautical miles north of 
Bahrain) and destroyed. 


JFour had been confirmed south 
of that latitude and all had~ been 
destroyed by United States or 

alliefi forties. " 

• . Sixty-eight allied-ships- were in 
the Gulf maintaining an alert to 
detect any floating mines, the 
navy said. 

While the possibility of a com- 
mercial vessel “encountering 
some danger” associated with the 
Gulf war could not be dis- 
counted, the advisory said naval 
ships were there to help. 

United States and allied naval 
- and air forces are positioned and 
armed to provide protection from 
air, surface and mine threats,” it 
said. 

“Commercial vessel movement 
through the Arabian Gulf will be 
monitored by U.S. navy ships. 
The overall risk level has dimi- 
nished since the outbreak of hos- 
tilities,” the advisory concluded. 
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G-7 cancels more 
than 33% of Polish, 
Egyptian public debts 

PARIS (AP) — The seven leading industrialized nations have 
agreed to can cel more than one-third of the public debts of Poland 
and Egypt since both countries are special cases, French Finance 
Minister Pierre Beregovoy said Tuesday. 

Beregovoy, returning from the Group of Seven meeting of 
finance ministers in New York, refused to reveal the exact figure, - 
saying only that it was more than 33 per cent but less than the 80 
per cent asked for by Polish President Lech Walesa. 

The treatment of the debt will be “of the same order for the two 
countries,” to be decided by the Paris Club of creditor nations. 

“Egypt and Poland are indebted nations which find themselves 
in particular situations,” the minister said. “Poland is the first 
country to have opened the way to a market economy, and Egypt 
is engaged in the Gulf conflict. 

Beregovoy said the action went beyond what bad been agreed to 
for the two countries by the international monetary community. 

Shippers rethink 
sailing to Gulf 


DUBAI (R) — War and soaring 
insurance rates are forcing ship- 
pen to reassess service to the 
Gulf, which supplies over half 
the world’s oil, but so far the 
impact on cargo traffic has been 
small. 

Merchant vessels still ply the 
Gulf despite a threat of mines 
and missile attacks and war-risk 
p r e m iu m*; that make rails in the 
Gulf unprofitable, shipping 
agents and port authorities say. 

A few shipowners diverted 
cargo and container vessels to 
ports outside the strategic water- 
way to avoid insurance rates that 
jumped several days ahead of 
war on Jan-17, but most shipping 
lines are still studying options. 

“Most lines we are dealing 
with are maintaining a foil ser- 
vice to the Gulf,” said one 
Dubai shipping agent. 

“We are calling at all Gulf 
ports,” said an official at the 
United Arab Shipping Company 
(UASC), the largest bulk cargo 
operator in the Golf, owned by 
the government of Saudi Arabia. 
Oman, Qatar and B ahrain , 

The war has boosted interest 
in two United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) ports on the Arabian 
Sea, just outside the Gulf war- 
risk zone, and in the Omani port 
of Muscat. 

“We have been delnged with 
inquiries,” said Alistair -Arthur, 
of. the UAE- port- of Fujairah^ ^ 
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deposit cargo bound for the Gulf 
for transhipment by road or 
feeder vessels.” 

So far the shipper’s dilemma is 
more economic than military. 
The General Council of British 
Slupping Thursday assessed the 
air and mine threat to shipping 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 
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in the southern and eastern parts 
of the Gulf as very low. 

It said protection by allied 
naval and air forces, enforcing 
U.N. trade sanctions against 
Iraq, significantly reduced 
threats to commercial shipping 
bound for ports south of Jubail 
in Saudi Arabia, including the 
Kingdom’s main Gulf port of 

D ammam _ 

Ships sailing in the Gulf have 
long taken precautionary mea- 
sures against mines by avoiding 
night sailings and sticking close 
to routes known to be watched 
by navies. 

Bnt one Dubai-based agent 
said, “It is almost impossible to 
make shipping into the Gulf 
economically feasible with the 
high premiums.” 

The government of Dubai, 
one of seven emirates making up 
the UAE, has said it will com- 
pensate shipowners for the war- 
risk premiums incurred while 
their vessels are in its waters. 

The scheme, still being com- 
pleted, could entice ships bound 
for Dammam and B ahrain in the 
northern Gulf to divert then- 
cargo to Dubai for transhipment 
in smaller vessels. 

Peter Richard, superintendent 
of Khor Fakkan port, also on the 
eastern UAE coast of the Ara- 
bian sea, said its two container 
berths were fuD and inquiries 

were ■pouriUg^Tn: 

i “It’s very busyat the moment. 
A lot of vessels are dropping off 
boxes here that are being truck- 
.ed to Dubai and Sharjah,” he 
said. 

Khor Fakkan is designed to 
accommodate “mother” ships 
and tranship their cargo into the 
Gulf of smaller feeder vessels 
which pay less insurance, or by 
road. 

But Fujairah and Khor Fak- 
kan together have only six berths 
and limited ability to take on 
more traffic. Arthur said priority 
at Fujairah was being given to. 
existing customers and ships 
with cargo for the UAE. 

The UASC official said its 
bulk cargo vessels were calling at 
Dammam and Bahrain while 
container ships were halting at 
Dubai and Khor Fakkan and 
their contents transhipped by 
feeder vessels. 


War closes Asia’s Gulf air 
routes, forces large losses 


& 


SYDNEY (R) — The Gulf war 
is hitting Aslan airlines hard, 
with fuel prices up and flights to 
the Middle East either cancelled 
or re-routed around the war 
zone. 

"The near-tenn outlook for 
the airline industry is bleak,” 
said Malaysian Airline System 
BHD chief Abdul Aziz Abdul 
Rahman in Kuala Lumpur. 

Malaysian is one of 14 airlines 
in the region forced to cancel 
flights to the Gulf and re-route 
European services to avoid 
plying over the fighting. 

But if the war goes beyond a 
month it may be forced to cut 
more services, cease- recruit- 
ment and stop baying new 
equipment to cut costs, Abdul 
Aziz said. 

Japan Airlines Co. Ltd. said it 
had received 700 cancellations 
since bombing of Iraq began 
Jan. 17. 

A spokesman in Tokyo said 
500 cancellations were for trips 
to Europe and the United States 
in tiie pest week and all Middle 
East tours had been cancelled. 

Hie industry suffered a “dou- 
ble punch” from war and higher 
fuel costs, he said. 

The spokesman reported one 
benefit from the conflict. 

He said the airline has 
attracted customers away from 
American or British competitors 
as Japanese firms urge staff to 
avoid those airliiies for fear of 
territorist attacks. 


Air India’s cancelled flights to 
the Gulf, routes which represent 
40 per cent of state-owned com- 
pany’s services, will cost the 
airline dearly. 

“The Gulf war will put 
tremendous strain on the air- 
line’s finances. It had been a 
very profitable sector for Air 
India,” an airline spokesman^ in 
New Delhi said. 

Air India has re-routed flights 
to Europe over Pakistan, Afgha- 
nistan and die Soviet Union — 
raising its fuel costs — and drop- 
ped services to Sydney and Hong 
Kong. 

“Our belts, already taut, will 
be tightened another notch,” 
said Singapore Air Lines Ltd. 
Chairman J.Y. Pillay in a state- 
ment. 

Gulf tensions and weaker 
world economic growth have 
trimmed the airline’s usually 
rapid passenger traffic growth 
rate to 3.6 per cent in the year to 
November compared with the 
annual target of between eight 
and 10 per cent. 

“The good times are over, 
temporarily at least,” said the 
airline's managing director, 
Cheong Choong Kong, earlier 
‘tins month. The airline expects 
profit for the year to March to be 
well below the previous year’s 
recorded $686 million. 

Pakistani airports are handling 
an extra 58 flights a week re- 
routed through the country to 
avoid the war, and daily over- 


Tokyo, Bonn promise 
more aid for Gulf war 


NEW YORK ( AP) — The admi- 
nistration of U.S. President 
George Bush, trying to answer 
criticism that wealthy U.S. allies 
are not doing enough to defray 
the military costs of the Guff 
war, has promises of more aid 
from Japan and Germany. 

But there were questions ab- 
out whether the new assurances 
would be enough to satisfy the 
critics — and about how prompt 
Japan and Germany will be in 
meeting their obligations. 

The administration Monday 
hailed the increased support as a 
breakthrough. Treasury Secret- 
ary Nicholas Brady refused, 
however, to provide any speci- 
fics on bow much more money 
each country would provide to 
the war effort or even how much 
the United States had requested. 

Brady characterised his meet- 
ings Sunday and Monday with 
Japanese Finance Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto and Ger- 
man Finance Minister Theo 
Waigei as “very constructive.” 

“Both tiie Germans and the 
Japanese understand the dimen- 
sions of what is going on in the 
Gulf and they expect to do their 
fill] share,” Brady told reporters 
late Monday. 

Before the outbreak of the 
war against Iraq, the Japanese 
had pledged to provide S2 billion 
to support the allied military 
effort and Germany had prom- 
ised SI billion out of a total of 
$10 billion in commitments the 
United States has received. 

The bulk of tiie re maining $7 


bfltion has come from Saudi 
Arabia and the exiled govern- 
ment of Kuwait 

The level of support was a 
primary complaint raised by 
both Democrats and Republi- 
cans doling congressional debate 
earlier this month on whether to 
give Bush authority to wage the 
war. 

Critics charge that ance U.S. 
troops comprise most of the 
fighting force and can be ex- 
pected to sustain the highest 
casualties, America’s allies in 
Europe, Japan and die oil-rich 
Arab countries should be 
shouldering more of the monet- 
ary' costs. . . 


flights have jumped by 22 per^ 
cent. * 

Among those re-routing are 
France’s UTA. Czechoslovakia's -- 
CSA and Royal Brunei. 

Pakistan International Air- ... 
lines has cancelled services to its 
10 Gulf destinations, represent- 
mg 30 per cent of revenue. High- . - 
er fuel prices will cost it an extra-. 
$55 milli on a year, and an addi---. 
tional $27 million in higher in- v. 
snrance charges. 

Bangladesh's B iman Airline,, 
said cancelled Gulf flights will „ 
lose it $42 million a year. A- t 
spokesman in Dhaka said higher..- 
foe! prices will cost it $37 million •- 
annually and more than SI mil- 
lion in extra insurance. 

Estate-owned Philippine Air- . 
lines has cancelled flights to 
Riyadh, Dhahran and Dubai,- 
from Jan. 9, and scaled down 
flights to Europe to twice a week -i 
from six as a result of the war. . 

"The Middle East is one of 
our lucrative routes, ” saidu 
spokesman Rolando Estabillo, 
with Philippine overseas workers 
as their principal customers. .... 
Tens of thousands of Filipinos - 
worked in Kuwait and other • 
parts of the Gulf. 

Australia's state-owned Qan- •; 
tas Airways Ltd. stopped flights-/, 
to the Middle East shortly after , 
Canberra -committed a naval , 
force to the Gulf. All of its 38 
European routes now fly over 
Iran and the Soviet Union. .- 
The extra fuel is costing the 
airline an additional $62,000 per 
week and adding a 25-minute -.4 
delay, a spokeswoman said. 
Cancellations have so far not 
been significant 
Bangkok airport officials said ■.» 
Far East flights had fallen 15 to 
20 per cent and say a trend in 
tour group cancellations is grow- .*» 
ing. Thai Internationa] has can- ... 
celled its three flights to the £ 
Guff. Irregular landing times 
caused by rescheduling have 
stranded passengers. t~ 

South Korea's flag carrier Ko- 
rear] Air Lines suspended flights 
to the Gulf on Jan. 15, and the _f 
government has granted a seven 
per cent increase for internation- . _ 
al airlin e fares. 

Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific 
now flies over the Soviet Union, Z 
China and Mongolia, and is con: 
sidering a seven per cent in- 
crease m feres tocover extra fuel p J 
costs. It ceased alTCftlf, routes-^ 
shortly before Jan. 15." ‘ • & 
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Kuwait lends 
Moscow $1b 

MOSCOW (R) — Kuwait Tuesday granted a $1 billion credit line to 
the Soviet Union, which has backed the occupied emirate against 
Iraq in the Gulf war. 

A Kuwaiti embassy statement said the seven-year general purpose 
loan facility, signed m Moscow, was made to the Soviet foreign 
economic affairs bank Vnesheconombank. 

Abdullah Al Gabandi, chairman of the Kuwait Foreign Trading 
Contracting and Investment Co, said the loan was a reflection of tiie 
excellent relations betweeen the two countries. 

The embassy quoted Tomas Alibegov, first deputy chairman of 
Vnesheconombank, as saying the loan was on favourable terms. 

It was not the first time the Kuwaiti trading co. was given credit to 
Vnesheconombank, a $300 million loan was signed last May, nearly 
three months before Iraqi troops occupied Kuwait. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev, in a reversal of cold war era policy, 
has backed the U.S.-led alliance seeking to force Iraq from Kuwait. 
But he is still searching for a negotiated peace. 

- Iraq was traditionally a close ally of Moscow, receiving billions of 
dollars worth of Soviet arms, while Kuwait was allied to the West. 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 
ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING: 

1 . Due to the current situation and unless otherwise 
stated by the Ministry of Education, the school will 
resume teaching after the winter holiday on 
Monday, January 28, 1991 and not on Sunday 
January 27, 1991 as was scheduled. 

2. The mock IGCSE exams which were scheduled 
on January 27, 1991 will be held a week after 
school starts. 

3. The mock IB exams which were scheduled on 
February 9, 1991 will be held two weeks after 
school starts. 

4. The teaching staff are expected to be in school at 

9.00 a.m. on Sunday January 27. 1991. 


Prolonged Gulf war 
could sap Japan’s 
economic vitality 


St 


TOKYO (R) — Japan could find 
its economic health endangered 
if the Gulf war drags on, forcing 
domestic interest rates higher 
and choking off economic 
growth. 

“Should the Gulf war con- 
tinue for a long period, and oil 
prices climb, we are going to see 
interest rates higher,” said Teizo 
Taya, chief economist at Daiwa 
Institute of Research Ltd. 

International pressure on 
Japan to pay for part of the war 
and possible higher oil prices 
pose the biggest threats to in- 
terest rate stability, economists 
said. 

The spectre of higher rates 
comes at time when some eco- 
nomists believe Japan’s eco- 
nomy is slowing too quickly. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said Monday the cam- 
paign against Iraq could last for 
weeks or months, while some 
military analysts said the allied 
air attacks alone could lasr to the 
end of January. 

The price tag for prolonged 
war is enough to send even 
pro-war U.S. congressional 
hawks into shock. 

Economists estimate the in- 
tense air strikes on targets in 
Iraq and Kuwwit alone axe cost- 
ing the United States upwards of 
$500 million a day. 

Many economists here said 
Japan’s economy could start to 
show the strains of war after only 
two months of fighting. 

Japan has already paid $2 bil- 
lion to aid multinational forces 
in the Middle East and has 
pledged an additional S2 billion 
to help Goff countries hard hit 
by United Nations sanctions 
against Iraq. 

That could be just the beginning 
of Japan's efforts to Help the 
United States fond the Gulf war, 
analysts said. 

While Tokyo has yet to for- 
mally announce a figure, par- 


liamentary sources said Monday 
that Tokyo is about to contribute < 
at least one trillion yen ($7.6 * 
billion) towards the deployment & 
of the U.S.-led allied forces. 

Senior government officials.^ 
here have said taxes — either on 
income, corporations or petrol, r . 
or a combination of the three — S’ 
should be raised to meet future ^ 
commitments, but economists 
doubt that alone will suffice. ‘ . 

Taxes might raise only half the * 
one trillion yen, said Kazuko 
Mizuno, an economist at Barings -■ 
Securities (Japan) Ltd. It is un- 
likely that tax revenue can pro- ' 
vide a significant amount of £ 
funds if Japan is called on to * 
make even more contributions 
to the Gulf effort down the road, '** 
he added. 

Further U.S. funding requests - 
could force Japan to borrow 
from banking and issue short- 
term government bonds, and the 
resulting heavy demand on local 
debt markets could put upward 
pressure on domestic interest 
rates, economists said. 

At the very least, a widely 
anticipated easing of Japanese 
rates could be delayed, they 
said. 

F i nancial markets have been 
rifle with speculation that Japan 
could cut its official discount 
rate, now six per cent, in the 
second quarter of this calendar 
year. 

“If Japan is forced to turn to 
issuing bonds to pay its share of 
the Gulf burden, interest rates, 
especially for longr term borrow- 
ing, could begin to creep up,” 
said Mizuno at Baring. 

Paying for the Gulf build-up 
may only be one factor threaten- 
ing Japan’s interest rate stability. 

The longer the Gulf war rages, 
the greater the risk to world oil 
supplies and of a surge in infla- 
tion, especially if production 
facitities in the Middle East 
damaged, economists said. 
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Gorbachev, Latvian president 
discuss army assault in Riga 


RIGA, USSR (AP) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev met Tuesday 
with Latvia's president a day 
after the Baltic Republic created 
a volunteer defence force to 
protect public building against 
possible attack by Soviet forces. 

Latvia's parliament voted 
Monday in Riga, the Latvian 
capital, to form a volunteer 
home guard and authorities bol- 
stered defences at public build- 
ings hours after Soviet comman- 
dos staged a pre-dawn assault 
that killed five people and 
wounded 10. 

- TASS published a statement 
Monday from the Soviet pro- 
secutor’s office urging republi- 
can governments to disband 
/'illegal armed units,” a refer- 
* ence to the self-defence groups. 

The statement also instructed 
the republics to suspend all leg- 
islation that contradicts the- 
Soviet constitution. 

In Moscow, Gorbachev in- 
vited Latvian President Anato- 
li js Gorbunovs to talk about the 
situation and they met for 
hours, according to the Latvian 
government office in the Soviet 
capital. 

Soviet parliamentarian Anato- 
ly Denisov told a news confer- 
ence in Moscow Monday that 
Gorbachev may declare pres- 
idential rule in Latvia after 
meetings with leaders of the 
Baltic republics. 

But Lolita Nikitorovo, a 


spokesman for the Latvian office 
in Moscow, said the possibility 
of imposing presidential rule did 
not come up at the Gorbachev- 
Gorbunovs meeting. Gorbunovs 
issued a statement saying the 
Latvian leadership is against 
presidential rule. 

Gorbachev and Estonian Pres- 
ident Arnold Ruutel met Mon- 
day and agreed on the need for 
talks between top-level delega- 
tions, Estonian Radio reported. 

Gorbachev and Soviet military 
leaders also promised Ruutel 
that military force would not be 
used in Estonia, the independent 
Baltic News Service reported. 

Lithuanian President Vytautas 
Landsbergis told his republic's 
parliament that the Baltic repub- - 
lies must be prepared to come to. 
each others' aid. 

He accused the Kremlin of 
“terrorism against democracy." 

Supporters of Latvia’s pro- 
independence government rein- 
forced concrete barricades that 
protea the front of the parlia- 
ment in Riga, the republic's 
capital. They propped sandbags 
in front of the building's win- 
dows. 

The Latvian parliament, 
meeting in emergency session, 
approved a decree Monday call- 
ing on the government to estab- 
lish a self-defence unit of draft- 
age volunteers. Hie decree takes 
effect immediately. 

A self-defence unit has been 


holed up in the parliament build- 
ing in the Lithuanian capital, 
Vilnius, following an assault on 
Jan. 13 by the Red Army on the 
republic’s broadcast station in 
the city. Fourteen people were 
killed in that attack. 

U.S. officials have also been 
critical of the crackdown but 
have taken no action against the . 
Kremlin. Speaking to reporters 
In Washington, President 
GeoTge Bush said Monday, “I 
would again appeal to the Soviet* 
leaders to resist using force.’' • 

The United States has never 
recognised the forcible incor- 
poration of Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia into the Soviet Un- 
ion in 1940. The Baltic republics 
were independent states be- 
tween the two world wars. 

The Kremlin has been press- 
uring the Baltics to nullify inde- 
pendence declarations passed 
last year by their democratically 
elected parliaments. Pro-Soviet 
factions in the republics have 
urged direct rule by Gorbachev. 

Leaders of Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia are calling on the 
United States to pressure the 
Soviet Union into ending its 
crackdown on the three repub- 
lics, diplomatic sources say. 

The officials were taking their 
case to U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker and to Capitol Hill 
Tuesday amid almost daily ex- 
pressions of strong administra- 


tion concern over Moscow’s 
policies towards the Baltic 
states. 

Among other recommenda- 
tions, Baker was expected to 
bear an appeal to cancel next 
month's scheduled summit in 
Moscow between Bush and Gor- 
bachev. 

Baker was meeting with 
Dainis Ivans, a vice president of 
Latvia-Bronius Knzmickas, a 
nee president of Lithuania- and 
Endel Lippmma, Estonian 
minister without portfolio. 

In preliminary discussions 
with U.S. officials, the Baltic 
leaders have hinted that the Un- 
ited States should use economic 
pressure on the Sonet Union in 
order to persuade the Kremlin to 
respect their sovereignty. 

Kuzmickas of Lithuania said 
Monday he would ask Baker to 
postpone the U.S.-Soviet sum- 
mit unless the Kremlin with- 
draws the special troops it sent 
into the Baltic republics. 

White House press secretary 
Marlin Frtzwater said Monday 
that the U.S. government and its 
NATO allies were considering 
sanctions against die Soviet Un- 
ion in response to the situation 
in the Baltics, but had not made 
a decision. 

The United States only recent- 
ly dropped longtime harries to 
U.S.-Soviet trade in an attempt 
to help relieve the economic 
crunch that has made food and 
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consumer goods almost impossi- 
ble to find in some Soviet cities. 


2 policemen killed 
in Georgia 

Meanwhile, two policemen 
died and one-person was injured 
in weekend street battles in 
Soviet Georgia, TASS news 
agency said Monday. 

Shooting broke out in Tskhin- 
vali, the capital of South Osse- 
tia, and lasted an hour and a 
half, TASS said. It gave no other 
details. 

South Ossetia wants to secede 
from Georgia, whose 
nationalist-controlled parlia- 
ment removed its autonomous 
status. 

Georgia has rejected an order 
by Gorbachev to withdraw its 
police force from the region. 


EC postpones aid talks with Moscow 


STRASBOURG, France (R) — 
The European Community (EC) 
has postponed talks with the 
Soviet Union on economic and 
technical cooperation in protest 
at violence by Soviet troops in 
Latvia and Lithuania. 

EC External Affairs Commis- 
sioner Frans Andriessen said the 
meeting of Community and 
Soviet officials, which was due to 
take place in Brussels on Jan. 
24-25, would be suspended. 

“The (ECs executive) com- 
mission has decided to postpone 
that meeting." Andriessen said 
in an emergency debate in the 
European Parliament. 

Postponing the talks could 
hold up cooperation projects 
with thie Soviet Union worth 
millions of dollars. 

The commission earlier con- 
demned what it called military 
action against unarmed Chilians 


in Latvia’s capital, Riga, Sunday 
in which four people were killed. 

After a similar crackdown in 
Lithuania earlier.this month the 
foreign ministers of the 12 EC 
member states threatened to halt 
cooperation if such violence con- 
tinued. 

Andriessen backed the minis- 
ters’ declaration but stopped 
short of calling for the immedi- 
ate suspension of aid. 

“We agree with the conclu- 
sions of political cooperation 
that any extension or continua- 
tion of military intervention 
must and shall give rise to se- 
rious questions about the imple- 
mentation of co mmuni ty coop- 
eration with the Soviet Union," 
he saidl 

Luxembourg's Foreign Minis- 
ter Jacques Poos, who chairs the 
EC council of ministers, said top 
political officials from the 12 EC 


countries would discuss how best 
to respond to the latest blood- 
shed when they met in Brussels. 

Denmark has called for eco- 
nomic help to be halted and 
diplomats say Britain favours 
putting technical aid on ice. 

Officials have said the EC will 
not go back on a pledge to give 
the Soviet Union emergency 
food aid worth 250 million 
ECUS ($550 million) of technic- 
al aid agreed by EC leaden in 
Rome last month could be 
blocked. 

The EC-Soviet joint commit- 
tee, which meets under -a 1989 
bilateral cooperation agreement, 
was due to look at ways of 
spending this money. . . fi . 

A Question mark also remains 
over a further 500 million ECUS 
($680 mUHoa) in credits to fill 
the empty shelves of Soviet 
shops. 


13 injured by Delhi bombs 


NEW DELHI (R) — Two 
powerful bombs exploded in De- 
lhi Tuesday, injuring at least 13 
people, shattering windows at 
police headquarters and des-’ 
troying more than 10 vehicles. 

Police at the scenes of both 
explosions said they suspected 
Sikh militants fighting for an 
independent homeland in the 
northern state of Punjab were to 
blame. 

A young Sikh was arrested, 
along with the taxi driver who 
bad brought him to the police 
headquarters, as he fled after a 
bomb exploded in the car park. 

“I saw him running away, I 
went after him and caught him," 
policeman Balman Singh said. 

He said the young Sikh was 
injured, but had no details on 
bow badly. 

All the windows in the bottom 


two floors of the headquarters 
building were shattered as were 
many in the upper three stories. 
In the car park, the blast mangled 
10 vehicles which burst into 
flames. 

The bomb at a large court 
complex in the old city of Delhi 
was equally powerful and ex- 
ploded at about the same time. 

“I thought that the whole 
building was coming down,” said 
Clerk Ram GopaJ, one of the 
injured. 

The attacks occurred amid a 
security alert in Delhi for possi- 
ble attacks against countries of 
the U.S.-led multinational force 
fighting Iraq in the Gulf. 

Security forces were placed on 
alert after a bomb exploded in 
an office of a local American 
Airlines agent in the heart of 
New Delhi Friday, a day after 
the Gulf war broke out. 


Salvador rebels admit 
killin g American airmen 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — Re- 
bels have admitted that two of 
their combatants killed two U.S. 
airmen after downing their army 
helicopter and proposed they be 
tried in public. 

In a communique, the rebels 
rejected turning the two over to- 
the U.S.-backed Salvadorean 
government, with which it has 
fought a war for 11 years. 

The Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front rebels originally 
claimed the U.S. servicemen died 
from injuries when guerrillas 
fired on their helicopter Jan. 2 in 
eastern El Salvador. 

But the United States con- 
tended that the insurgents shot 
two of the three crewmembers 
after the helicopter crashed and 
that autopsy results supported 
that charge. The third apparently 
died of crash-related injuries. 

The communique came several 
days after the rebels said they 
would look into the charges. 

It said the FMLN has the right 
to prosecute its combatants under 
international law, but proposed a 
trial with participation of unspeci- 
fied outside parties because of the 
public nature of the case. 

"The FMLN considers it im- 
portant to establish a tribunal 
with combined participation of 
the FMLN and independent par- 


ties to assure impartiality,” the 
communique said. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
A. Baker 10 said earlier this 
month that the outright ladings of 
the army airmen, who were de- 
scribed us being on a‘ mission 
from San Salvador to their base in 
Honduras, was cause to lift con- 
gressional restrictions on military 
aid to the Salvadorean govern-' 
ment. 

President Alfredo Cristiani has 
promised a trial for those in- 
volved in the deaths of Lt.-Col. 
David H. Pickett, 40, and Pfc. 
Earnest G. Dawson, 20. 

Any army autopsy report 
showed that a third crewman, 
Cwo. Daniel S. Scott, 39, died of 
injuries when the helicopter he 
was piloting crashed. 

The rebel forces said they have 
accused two of their members, 
known by the pseudonyms of 
Domunguez and Porfirio, for 
“crimes of war (and) violating the 
principles and rules of coudua of 
war that guide the FMLN and for 
violating the Geneva protocol to 
which we are signatories.” 

The FMLN said an internal 
investigation bad led to the con- 
clusion that the airmen were mur- 
dered by the combatants and 
promised to present the accused 
to the press and intematinal 
humanitarian organisations. 


Norway’s 
new king 
sworn in 

OSLO, Norway (AP) — King 
Harald V has sworn to uphold 
the country's constitution in a 
somber ceremony affirming fcds 
status as a figurehead monarch. 

Harald, 53, became the third 
king of modern Norway follow- 
ing the Thursday death of his 
87-year-old father, Olav V, from 
a heart attack. Olav, bom in 
Britain, had been the world’s 
oldest ruling monarch. 

In a simple, 20-minute cere- 
mony in parliament, Harald 
accepted constitutional limits on 
his power, which is largely cere- 
monial. 

. “I promise and swear to rule 
the Kingdom of Norway in keep- 
ing with its constitution and law, 
so help me God,” said Harald. 
He wore a dress military uni- 
form. 

Norway does not allow 
coronations and Olav V, was 
blessed in a church ceremony 
after he assumed the throne in 
1957. Officials said it has not 
been decided whether Harald 
ml] go through a similar ri tual . 

The king was accompanied by 
Queen Sonja, a commoner 
whom be married in 1968. Olav 
had hoped his son would many a 
noblewoman and it took Harald 
nine years to win his father’s 
permission to many Sonja. 

Sonja, 53, is Norway's first 
queen since the wife of Haraid's 
grandfather, Queen Maud, died 
in 1938. Maud was a British 
princess. 

Following the ceremony, the 
royal couple walked up a red 
carpet to a pair of gilded thrones 
at the front of the hastily rear- 
ranged legislative chambers. 

Hundreds of Norwegians had 
gathered outside to catch a 
glimpse of them. 

But many more maintained a 
vigil of mourning for Olav, a 
popular monarch often called 
“the people’s king.” 

The national radio network 
NRK estimated that tens of 
thousands of Norwegians had 
visited the palace park since 
Olay’s death was announced. 
They blanketed the snow with 
candles, flowers, flags, portraits 
of Olav and parting messages, 
sometime scrawled in crayon by 
children. 


Nakayama 
begins 
talks in 
Moscow 


MOSCOW (AP) — Japanese 
Foreign Minister Taro 
Nakayama held three hours of 
talks with Foreign Minister Ale- 
xander Bessmertnykh Tuesday 
on topics ranging from the war in 
the Gulf to the upcoming visit of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
the TASS news agency said. 

TASS quoted Deputy Foreign 
Minister, rigor Rogachev as 
saying Japan and the Soviet Un- 
ion were in complete accord 
regarding the Gulf conflict and a 
joint statement on the war would 
most likely be issued at the end 
of Nakayama’s visit. 

The meeting was Bessmert- 
nykh’s first with a foreign 
counterpart since he 
took over the Foreign Ministry 
portfolio on Jan. 15 after the 
resignation of Eduard Shevard- 
nadze on Dec. 20. 

Nakayama “welcomed our 
new foreign minister very warm- 
ly as one of the architects of the 
new political thinking in Soviet 
foreign policy, in particularly 
Soviet American relations,” 
TASS said. 

The news agency said the two 
ministers had “a thorough dis- 
cussion of the situation in 
Europe, as well as in Asia and 
the Pacific, Soviet- American re- 
lations and, naturally the Gulf 
crisis." 

and, naturally the Gulf crisis.” 

Nakayama was scheduled to 
meet with Gorbachev Tuesday 
to prepare for the president's 
April visit to Japan, the first by a 
Soviet leader. 

Before leaving Tokyo, 
Nakayama said one of his goals 
during the Soviet visit was to 
make some headway in solving 
the Kuril Islands territorial dis- 
pute that has snarled relations 
between the two countries since 
1915. 

At the Yalta conference after 
World War 0, the Soviet Union 
was given control of the island 


S. African 

whites 

admit 

killing 

blacks 

DURBAN, South Africa (R) — 
White extremists have admitted 
mowing down seven blacks in one 
of South Africa’s worst racial 
killings, saying they were moti- 
vated by outrage at a rare attack 
on whites by knife-wielding 
blacks. 

7iiq 

David Petrus Botha, 41, and 
Adriaan Smuts, 38, appearing at 
a preliminary hearing before a 
magistrate in this Inman Ocean 
port Monday, pleaded guilty to 
tile murder of seven blacks and 
the attempted murder of 27 on 
Oct. 9 last year. 

Gunmen sprayed a bus with 
automatic weapons fire in Dur- 
ban only hours after a group of 
blacks led by a man with a history 
of mental illness went on a stab- 
bing spree along the city's beach- 
front, wounding eight whites. 

Seven people were killed and 
18 were wounded out of the 34 
people aboard the bus. 


U.S., S. Korea to bold 
war games despite Gulf 


SEOUL (R) — The United 
States and South Korea win 
begin their annual Team Spirit 
military manoeuvre this week 
but on a reduced scale because 
of inter-Korean talks and the 
Gulf war, newspapers said' 
Tuesday. 

The Haukufc Hbo and the 
Korea Times, quoting- Korean 
government officials, .said 
Team Spirit would include 
troops airlifted directly from 
ihe United States bat the size 
of the U.S. contingent had yet 
to be decided. 

A U.S. military spokesman 
had not comment on the re- 
ports. Diplomatic and official 
sources had anticipated weeks 
ago the U.S. contingent would 
be reduced because of commit- 
ments in the Gulf. 

U.S. and South Korean 
spokesman have said the 
annual exercises, which last 
year involved 200,000 troops, 
are defensive and aimed at 
preventing another North Ko- 
rean invasion of the South. 

But North Korea has called 


Team Spirit a rehearsal for a 
Southern invasion of the North 
and has in the past used the 
CTftfraw as an excuse to brea k 
off contacts with the South. 

The prime ministers of both 
Korea* are scheduled, to meet 
in Pyongyang for a fourth ses- 
sion of talks Feb. .25. The 
officials, the newspapers re- 
ported, said the meeting was a 
consideration in the decision to 
reduce the scale of the exer- 
cise. 

Contacts between the neigh- 
bours, still technically at war 
from the 1950-53 conflict, have 
increased since the prime 
minis ters first met in early 
September last year in the 
highe st level contact since the^ 
peninsula was divided in 1945. 

W hile no significant agree- 
ments, other than a decision to 
continue meeting, have re- 
sulted, South Korea wants the 
di alo gue to continue and has 
recently made the unification 
minister a deputy prime minis- 
ter to demonstrate the import- 
ance placed on reunification. 


Slovenia, Croatia brace 
for possible army action 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (AP) — 
A federal d eadlin e has elapsed 
for ‘illegal’' mili tias to disarm, 
with Slovenia and Croatia both 
expressing fears the Communist- 
led army may move against their 
local police units. 

The two neighbouring repub- 
lics, where centre-right parties 
toppled Communists in spring 
elections, expressed fears a 
crackdown could come at any 
moment while world attention is 
diverted to the Gulf war. 

Just hours before the midnight 
(2300 GMT Monday) deadline 
to disarm, Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman claimed the 
army had put Croatia’s and 
Slovenia's police in the category 
of '‘illegal paramilitary groups.” 

His spokesman Mario Nobflo 
cautioned against any crack- 
down. 

“It would be madness if the 
army moved against” Croatian 
units, said NobUo, speaking in a 
telephone interview. He said the 
Creation police had gone on 
alert aqfTtjafi orders to ‘resist. 

. .The sheets of Zagreb, the 
capital of Croatia, were calm: an 
hour after the deadline passed. 

Slovenia and Croatia want the 
squabbling federation of six re- 
publics that is now Yugoslavia 
transformed into a loose confed- 
eration of independent states. 
They claim Communist-ruled 
Serbia, the largest republic, and 
the army are in collusion to 
preserve centralised Communist 
power. 

In an apparent show of force, 
heavily armed police guarded 
government buildings and pat- 
rolled Zagreb and the Slovenian 
capital of Ljubljana Monday. 

Television footage showed 


Slovene officers, dad in bullet- 
proof vests, searching cars at 
roadblocks for weapons. 

Meanwhile, reports, said au- 
thorities in Yugoslavia’s central 
state of Bosnia had called on the 
federal presidency, nominal 
cornmander-in-chief of Yugosla- 
via's armed forces, to danfy its 
order and extend the deadline. 

“In the event the army inter- 
venes, Croatian (security forces) 
and the people would resist us- 
ing all available means," Tudj- 
man said. 

He warned of the “catas- 
trophic consequences” of such a 
move at a televised news confer- 
ence in the Bosnian capital of 
Sarajevo. 

The federal government set 
the deadline for “illegal” police 
forces to disarm, but Tudjman 
and others called the move an 
effort to reverse the democratic 
process in Yugoslavia. 

“The arms issue is only a 
pretext that dogmatic and con- 
servative (Communists) in the 
armed forces leadership are 
seeking to exploit in order to re- 
verse democratic processes,” 
said Martin Spegelj, Croatia’s 
defence minister, in an inter- 
view. 

Croatia’s security forces re- 
cently bolstered their number 
and acquired some Western in- 
fantry weapons. They are esti- 
mated to number uptd 20,000 
men. 

Authorities say their reinforce- 
ment was necessary to deal with a 
virtual rebellion by armed ethnic 
Serbs in Western Croatia. 

The numerical strength of 
Yugoslav military units in the 
two northern states is believed to 
be around 10,000 troops. 


Peking orders activists to leave China 


PEKING (AP) — Six . activists, 
left China Tuesday, ordered out 
after they sought to attend the 
trials of pro-democracy demon- 
strators. 

Activists say the government is 
trying the dissidents now, while 
the Gulf war diverts world atten- 
tion away from China, to avoid 
international criticism. 

Meanwhile, six students from 
Hong Kong began efforts to focus 
attention on human rights. 

One of the university students, 
Fong Tak Ho, said the group 
went to the Hong Kong and 
Macao Affairs Office in Peking 
seeking to attend the trials. 

But Fong said the students 
were given no information and 
have not decided whether to pur- 


sue efforts to meet with Chinese 
officials after learning that the 
other activists were ordered out 
of the country. 

The human rights activists who 
were ordered to leave Qrina were 
detained for about five hours 
Monday and questioned about 
their activities in China. 

Norman Qnan, a Chinese 
citizen now living in Los Angeles, 
was told he had violated the laws 
of Qrina. Five other activists 
from Britain, Canada and the 
Netherlands were accused of en- 
gaging in activities incompatible 
with their status as tourists. 

All six were told to leave China 
by 6 p.m. (1000 GMT) Tuesday. 
They took a noon flight to Hong 


Kong. 

The activists arrived in Peking 
last Thursday to try to attend 
trials of the leaders of the 1989 
democracy movement, which was 
brutally crushed by the Chinese 
army. Hundreds of civilians died ’ 
in the assault. 

The group had made several 
trips to the Peking City Court 
where the democracy activists are 
being tried. Court officials told 
them foreigners had no right to 
attend trials. 

They also met with officials of 
the national legislature, the Jus- 
tice Ministry and the Public 
Security Bureau to express their 
concern that trials be fair and 
open.. 


Baltic crackdown darkens Japan view of Moscow 


By Mark O'Neill 
Reuter 


ance of Gorbachev’s visit to 
Japan in April, the -first by a 
Soviet head of state. 

TOKYO — Foreign Minister “Manly in Japan have great 
Taro Nakayama left Japan for 'hopes of Gorbachev, that he is 
Moscow Monday with the Baltic different from all previous Soviet 


.crackdown and fear of chaos in 
the Soviet Union darkening 
hopes of political friendship and 
better economic ties. 

Nakayama is due to meet Presi- 
dent Mikhail GorBachev and 
new Foreign Minister Alexander, 
Bessmertnykh, with whom he is' 
likely to sign a joint declaration - 
calling for an Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait and a settlement of 
other Middle East issues, includ- 
ing the Palestinian question. 

The trip, originally scheduled 
for Jan. 2-5, was put back after 
the -shock resignation last month 
of Soviet Foreign Minister 
Ednard Shevardnadze. 

One Japanese official said 
some in the government wanted it 
postponed again due to the Gulf 
crisis, but Nakayama insisted on 
the trip because of the import- 


leaders and will solve the islands 
issue. That is why Nakayama is 
going,” he said. 

Japan refuses to sign a peace 
treaty until Moscow returns four 
islands off north Japarf it occu- 
pied in 1945. 

But the crackdown in the Bal- 
tics and the increasing polarisa- 
tion of Soviet politics have made 
less likely a treaty and the. eco- 
nomic benefits that would result 
from it. 

“Since the end of last year, the 
Soviet presidential system has 
been strengthened, leading to 
anxieties that the conservatives 
are gaining power again," said 
Kazuhiko Togo, head of the 
Soviet Division of the Foreign 
Ministry. 

“We must be cautious on aid to 
the Soviet Union because of the 


political and economic chaos,” he 
told the Nihon Keizai Shimbun 
newspaper Sunday. 

Events in the past two months 
have borne out this cautin, voiced 
by Japan at the Houston summit 
of seven leading indutrialised 
countries last June. Tokyo argues 
that Moscow must first return the 
islands and reform its Stalinist 
economy. 

In December, Japan 
announced its first official aid to 
the Soviet Union but said after 
the Lithuanian crackdown the 
assistance would be suspended if 
Moscow rowed back on reforms. 

“It cannot be denied that 
perestroika is degenerating,” said 
the Asahi Shimbun in an editorial 
Sunday on the increasing conser- 
vatism of the Soviet government. 

“We have grave concern about 
the political crisis of a neighbour- 
ing country,” it said. 

This anxiety is affecting firms 
considering whether to invest in 
the Soviet Union, as Moscow 
dearly wishes. At economic talks 


next week, the Soviet side will 
propose 13 projects for joint in- 
vestment, most in developing 
natural resources. 

We cannot be optimistic ab- 
out expanding Japan-Soviet ties, 
said Sotobo, a Japanese Asso- . 
nation for Trade with the Soviet- 
Union and East Europe. 

“Hie chaos of the Soviet eco- 
nomy and the desperate lack of 
foreign exchange poses a great 
rak for Japanese industry. The 
planning economy has collapsed 
but the market economy to rts 
place it has not appeared, result- 
ing m chaos," it said. 

One trader said this chaos 
meant it was not dear who owned 
assets — foe Soviet state, the 
repubhc or the local government 
"T and firms did not know with 
whom to negotiate. 

“The memory of what hap- 
pened after the Soviet invasioTS 
m 1979 is still strong, 
relations wfth 
the Soviet Union after a decision 
taken by the hardline lead- 
ership, he said. 



Mrs Bush back 

onherfeat ^ 

• < 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Bar| 
bara Bush began to walk witbauf 
assistance as she returned froaf 
Camp David, eight days after - 
suffering a minor leg fracture 1 
there. The first lady relied on r 
wheelchair for several days last 
week after injuring he r leg wh gfc 
snow sledding with gr andcM g 
dren on Jan. 13. The fracture qf- 
her left fibula bone did nofc 
require a cast, however, and.. 
Mrs. Bush showed no sign erf tft» 
injury as she stepped off foe*,- 
Marine One helicopter witfc 
President George Bush. TbeSg 
were accompanied by Tbomar 
Foley, speaker of the House o£ 
Representatives, and bis wife*, 
Heather, overnight guests at the? 
mountaintop retreat. Mrs.. 
Bush’s doctors said last week it -, 
would take five to six weeks fora 
complete recovery. 

U.S. firms cut 
ads during Gulf 
coverage 

SYDNEY (R) — - Some of Au- 
stralia’s biggest companies are 
distancing their products from 
the grim images of the Gulf war 
by halting television advertise-: 
ment during coverage of the! 
fighting. Their actions wiH put 
further pressure on Australia’s 
three commercial television net- 
works, two of them already 
struggling financially, a media 
analyst said Monday. Coca-Cola 
and McDonalds are among fop 
companies to shy away from 
advertising. Coca-Cola South 
Pacific, a subsidiary of the 
American soft drinks maker*; 
said its action follows a directive 
from company headquarters in' 
Atlanta that ail operations work 
dwide reschedule advertising; 
“We have slightly readjusted out 
advertising scheduling and tins jB| 
to distance our brands from- 
those rather grim images,^ 
Kathy Walsh, spokeswoman 
the Australian subsidiary, tola 
Reuters. “Whore they ( 
sion network) cross to 
coverage we have asked 
not to run our ads,” she said 
McDonald ? s (Australia), an 
autonomous unit of the Amer- 
ififo fast food giant, is also trying 
to distance itself from the Gulf 
war. “We are talking about 
issues of taste and sensitivity. 
McDonald’s must take a position 
on these sorts of things,'* said 
Gerry Grace, vice-president of 
marketing. The company has 
asked that advertising be placed 
during normal programming 
though the final decision would 
be left to television networks, 
according to the official. Media 
research companies say there 
has been a marked reduction in 
televirion advertising during the 
Gulf coverage. 

Teenager’s heart 
is in wrong place 

TORONTO, Canada (AP) — 
Pugalina Suganabalayogan's 
heart is in foe wrong place. 
That’s why doctors want the 
16-year-old .Sri Lankan girl tci 
come to Canada for corrective 
surgery. A Toronto church is 
trying to raise some of the 
$30,000 the operation would 
cost. “This is an extreme case,’ 1 
said Christine Jackson, a 
parishioner with Fairview 
Church of God. Throughout hex 
young life, foe girl would tarn 
blue or faint if she cried, but her 
parents never suspected she had 
a rare heart condition, Jackson 
said. When doctors took X-rays 
after she developed a fever two 
years ago, they discovered her 
heart was reversed and was on 
foe right side of her chest. “It’s a 
very dangerous thing for her to 
live with,” Jackson said. “She 
'could die without an operation 
to correct this." Money raised by 
the church congregation will be 
added to money already col- 
lected in Sri Lanka, including 
about $6,000 donated Sri Tanir? 
President Ramasinghe Premada- 
sa. 

Spy camera could 
fetch over $10,000 

LOroON (R) A tiny spy 
camera mounted in a gold finger 

was 

“sed by Soviet secret agents could 
fetch more than $10,000 at a sale 

m London. Tbe camera will come 

up for sale at Christie's au- 
ctioneers on March 14. Owned by 
an ^ynmw ^ ^ 

“central “one and is in working. 

nsmg cut-down convex 
JL *® 1 produce eight pie- 

J^'\^£ t ° 8raphy ex P ert 
were "“S cameras 

hSj5? toped ***** smoking 

bans m offices reduced the useful 

if® 01 spy cameras disguised as 
ogarette packets or lighten. 
White attributed foe ring Sne£ 
to tite Sovjet Union’s KGB secret 
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